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CRE 103 Understanding GraceLink/
Leadership in Children’s Sabbath School
Compiled by May-Ellen Colon
Contributors: Noelene Johnsson, Janet Rieger
Course Objectives
As a result of this training the students in your classes will be able to:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Understand God’s grace more deeply.
Revel and rejoice in God’s grace.
Effectively tell God’s story of grace with others.
Understand the GraceLink Sabbath School Curriculum.
Enjoy teaching GraceLink and be supportive of using it in their local churches.
Lead out in the GraceLink total-hour experience in a local church.
Understand principles of disciplining with grace.
Feel unconditional love and a desire to mold the children whom they teach to be
all they can be, by God’s grace.
9. Run an orderly Sabbath School program, disciplining with grace.

Textbooks
How to Teach Children in Sabbath School, by Donna Habenicht and Anne Bell. Review
and Herald, 1983.
Children’s Ministries: Ideas and Techniques That Work, Ann Calkins, editor.
AdventSource, 1997.
Optional Supplements:
Rosann Englebretson and Marlene LeFever. (1998). Reach Everyone You Teach.
Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook Publishing. (Teacher training video also
available.)
Marlene D. LeFever. (1995). Learning Styles: Reaching Everyone God Gave You to
Teach. Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook Publishing.
Leadership Essentials for Children’s Ministry, by Craig Jutila. Flagship Church
Resources, from Group Publishing.
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Grace is for Kids: Breathing Grace into Children’s Ministries, by Jack Calkins.
AdventSource, 1998. (For background information on grace and the learning cycle on
which GraceLink is built.)
Suggested student requirements for the course
1. Attend and actively participate in each of the class sessions.
2. Read the two required textbooks and write a one-page summary of each textbook.
3. Run an entire GraceLink Sabbath School program (total hour teaching) at an age
level of your choice.
Outline
I. Understanding Grace (Adapted from Noelene Johnsson)
II. Telling God’s Story (Adapted from Noelene Johnsson)
III. Understanding GraceLink (Adapted from Janet Rieger)
IV. Discipline with Grace (Noelene Johnsson and Janet Rieger)
I. Understanding Grace
What is grace?
To a little boy: prayer before meals
To a big boy: name of a pretty girl
TV viewer: TV star, “Grace Under Fire”
Consumer: period between purchase and when interest begins to accrue
Most people: they don’t know
Sign on convent fence:
Absolutely no trespassing!
Violators will be prosecuted to
the fullest extent of the law.
By order
Sisters of Mercy
John 1:14-17
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

2

We are saved by grace.
Matt. 1:21 - “Give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins.”
Jesus

Eph. 2:8 - “For it is by grace you
have been saved.”

=

Grace

Luke 2:40 - “And the child grew . . . and the grace of God was upon him.”
Jesus is sitting beside us in the lowest places of our lives. Are we broken? He was
broken like bread for us. Are we despised? He was despised and rejected for us. Do we
cry out that we can’t take it anymore? He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
“Do people betray us? He was sold out. Are our tenderest relationships broken? He too
loved and was rejected. Do people turn from us? They hid their faces from Him as from a
leper.”
And He suffered it all for me, for you!
Again, What Is Grace?
It is so broad, deep, high, and wide that words can’t adequately describe it. It is
incomparably rich (Eph 2:7). Let’s look at some sample examples of grace, using various
Old Testament and New Testament stories:
Grace is God looking for me.
Grace is Jesus dying for my sin.
Grace is all God’s doing.
Grace is always free.
Grace is undeserved favoritism..
Grace is power to change me.
Grace Is God Looking for Us
Old Testament
Gen. 3:8-9

New Testament
Acts 9:4

“But the Lord God called
to the man, ‘Where are you?’”

“Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?”

READ THE STORY OF “LITTLE TREE” FOUND IN APPENDIX A. APPLY TO THE
NEXT 4 POINTS. (“GRANPA” IN THE STORY IS PART CHEROKEE INDIAN. THE
SETTING FOR THE STORY IS SOUTH CAROLINA, USA, IN THE EARLY 1900’S.)
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TO KEEP THE PRESENTATION MOVING, PERHAPS DO NOT READ BOTH
BIBLE EXAMPLES FOR EACH POINT. ALTERNATE BETWEEN OLD
TESTAMENT AND NEW TESTAMENT EXAMPLES.
Grace is Jesus Dying for Me.
Old Testament
Genesis 22:1-18

New Testament
Roman 5:8

God provides a ram to take
Isaac’s place as the sacrifice

“While we were still sinners, and in his
Christ died for us.”

(ASK HOW DOES THE “LITTLE TREE” STORY APPLY HERE?
GRANPA PUTS HIS HAND BETWEEN LITTLE TREE AND THE SNAKE, AND
TAKES THE DEADLY BITE.)
Grace Is All God’s Doing
Old Testament
Gen. 4:1-5

New Testament
Luke 10:25-37

Cain brings his best offering;
Abel brings a lamb.

The Good Samaritan takes care
of everything.

(LITTLE TREE SAID,“ ‘WE SHOWED THAT SON OF A _____.’” THOUGH I
COULDN’T RIGHTLY RECALL AS HAVING MUCH TO DO WITH THE
SHOWING.” 110)
Grace Is Always Free
Old Testament
Genesis 33:8-9

New Testament
Luke 23:42-43

“I already have plenty, my
Brother. Keep what you have
For yourself.”

“’Jesus, remember me.”
“’You will be with me
in paradise.’”

(HOW DOES LITTLE TREE’S STORY APPLY HERE?)
Grace Is Undeserved Favoritism
Old Testament
Deut. 7:7-8

New Testament
Matt. 20:1-16
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“Not because you were more
Numerous…but…because the
Lord loved you.”

Parable of Laborers: “Don’t I have
the right?...Are you envious because
I am generous?”

(UNDESERVED FAVORITISM: “THOUGH GRANPA NEVER MENTIONED
PUTTING HIS HAND BETWEEN ME AND THE SNAKE, I FIGURED, NEXT TO
GRANMA, MORE THAN LIKELY GRANPA KINNED ME MORE THAN
ANYBODY ELSE IN THE WORLD.” P. 113)
Grace Empowers Growth
Old Testament
Jdg. 16; Heb. 11:32

New Testament
Luke 8:35

Samson recorded among the
Stalwarts of faith.

“They found the man. . .dressed and
in his right mind.”

EPH 2:8-10: “FOR IT IS BY GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED, THROUGH
FAITH—AND THIS NOT FROM YOURSELVES, IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD—NOT
BY WORKS, SO THAT NO ONE CAN BOAST. FOR WE ARE GOD’S
WORKMANSHIP, CREATED IN CHRIST JESUS TO DO GOOD WORKS, WHICH
GOD PREPARED IN ADVANCE FOR US TO DO.”
If there is time, enjoy a couple more grace stories. (Found in Appendix A “Left to Die” and “House in Flames”) Also, supplemental/additional material about the
subject of grace is available in Appendix B.
II. Telling God’s Story
Luke 8:38 says, “’Return home and tell how much God has done for you.’ So the man
went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.”
Home is an important setting for telling God’s story—about grace and with grace.
“Children used to grow up in a home where parents told most of the stories. Today,
television tells most of the stories to most of the people most of the time.”
—George Gerbner
God’s story needs to take precedence over television in our homes.
Telling God’s story will help your family walk into the future with one hand on the past.
No matter where you tell God’s story, here are some pointers:
When telling your story. . .
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Tell what God has done for you.
Make it personal.
Make it simple.
Be honest—don’t exaggerate.
When telling God’s story, tell it with grace. . .
Make God the hero of the story
Give God the credit – for the good
Keep it simple
Make a characteristic of grace the theme of your story
“See that no one misses the grace. . . .Heb 12:15
Make grace your daily study
Put yourself in the story
Be a living grace story (Show grace when they don’t listen/obey.)
Invite others to put themselves in the story.
What kind of story shall we tell?
Stories from our childhood
Stories of our family
Stories of our church heritage
Stories of Jesus
Tell what Jesus has done for you
Law and grace
Law focuses attention on me
Grace focuses attention on Jesus
Law warns me when I am in danger of falling from grace
It’s always law AND grace
They are not opposites
My response to grace
Worship
Humility, obedience, seeking God’s will
Lifestyle
Witness—sharing
Service
Ask the class members to tell the group what God has done for them, by His grace.
(See CRE 105 for a formal presentation of skills and tips for storytelling.)
III. Understanding GraceLink
Sabbath School is another setting for telling God’s story of grace.
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In 2000 the General Conference launched a new curriculum for children from ages 0-14.
(When possible, use Janet Rieger’s PowerPoint Presentation next. Below is a copy of
Janet’s presentation, word for word, with a few other items added.)

Grace
Link
Grace Link
Sabbath School Program for Children
Children’s Ministries Department
South Pacific Division, 2004

The logo expresses the foundations on which the curriculum is built.
God’s unconditional love - grace, is what binds us, links us to Him.
Ellen White says:
“You may …link yourself to the throne of God by the golden chain of grace and
truth.” (Selected Messages, vol.2, p. 318 )
And it’s God’s love that enables us to be linked to other people.
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WHY DO WE NEED A NEW
CURRICULUM?
• Children have not understood God’s
grace
• More than 50% young people leave the
church
• We understand more now about how
children learn and how we teach
• Children are living in a different world
with many distractions
So why a new curriculum?
•

Grown out of concerns raised by the Valuegenesis studies.

•

One of the specific recommendations made by Dudley & Gillespie in their
book Valuegenesis: Faith in the Balance was that “we need to help create a
thinking climate in our families, churches and schools.”

•

Most of the lessons were written over 15 years ago.

•

Many changes have occurred in the world around us since then so children
have different problems and challenges.

•

Educational research has discovered more effective teaching methods.

•

While the truths of God are unchanging the church has different emphases to
meet the changing needs of the people.

•

Many Sabbath School teachers around the world were asking for new material
to hold the children’s interest. Teaching in schools has changed with the
introduction of videos and computers making it hard to hold the children’s
interest with the previous methods of Sabbath School teaching.
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•

Previous material was written by a limited number of people mostly from the
USA and developed countries. People from all over the world have worked on
and evaluated this curriculum from its inception.

Counsels on Sabbath School Work, p. 114 reminds Sabbath School leadership that:
“Our Sabbath schools should be made more interesting. The public schools have
of late years greatly improved their methods of teaching. Object lessons, pictures,
and blackboards are used to make difficult lessons clear to the youthful mind. Just
so may present truth be simplified and made intensely interesting to the active
minds of the children.”

A humorous reminder for us to move into the 21st century where the children are.
However, in this cartoon it’s the teacher who’s having all the fun using the felts to tell the
story.
Felts are still useful. They can be an effective resource for children to use in re-telling
the story.
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GraceLink
Sabbath
School
material
0 - 14
years

You know, we adults get a new SS lesson every quarter but the children’s lessons had
been recycled for many years. So in 1995 the General Conference started to write a new
series of lessons. Stories from the Bible written so that the message in them is understood
by the children, applied to their lives and shared with others. You can see how colourful
the books are for the youngest children. I certainly wish I’d had those when I was little or
even when my children were little.

GraceLink
Primary
Sabbath
School
material
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Above is the cover of the Primary lesson pamphlet. The children’s Bible Study Guides
are 4 colours throughout. And shouldn’t our SS materials teaching about Jesus be as
good or better than secular books. Of course they should. We always want to do our best
for God.
GraceLink SS programs use educational methods that have been developed from the
latest research about how we learn best, so they are different from our previous programs.

GRACE: Jesus loves me

COMMUNITY:

SERVICE:

We love each other

Jesus loves you, too

WORSHIP: I love Jesus

Total Christian Faith Learning
The curriculum has 4 dynamics which cover a broad understanding of Christianity.
(For background on the 4 dynamics, do together the “Dynamics Activity” found in
Appendix C.)
Firstly the thing that motivates us to become Christians and keeps us in a relationship
with Jesus is God’s grace. For the children it’s expressed as JESUS LOVES ME.
When we understand that Jesus knows all about us and still loves us we respond in
worship. And worship isn’t just what we did at church or what we do morning and
evening at home. It’s all of our life lived as a Christian - the choices we make, the way
we speak, the things we buy, read, eat, watch on TV, spend our time, money and energy
on.
For children it’s expressed as I LOVE JESUS.
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This is the vertical love relationship.
The other two dimensions are the way we relate to those around us - those in our own
family, and our church family which is COMMUNITY.
Or for children: We love each other.
The 4th dimension is our relationship to those outside of our family and church. This is
service. And for children: Jesus loves you too.
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GRACE
Jesus Loves Me
Comes down from God
Spiritual Dynamics
•G
od
Go
d loved us when we were sinners
•There is nothing at all we can do to earn that favour
•God
God’’s grace is enough to cover all our needs
How much Jesus loves us is shown by the fact that He would have come to
earth and died for us had we been the only ones on earth who needed
needed His
help.
GRACE is what God does for us even though we don’
don’t deserve it.
Romans 3.20 “God does not accept people because they obey the law.
No indeed! All the Law does is point out sin.”
sin.”

So let’s look at these dynamics in depth. We need to understand this, if we’re going to be
able to use the curriculum to its maximum effectiveness. Here’s a powerful illustration of
grace.
“No, Daddy, Look at Me!” Ever wondered why God finds us attractive?
She was an ugly thing. Dog breath, a crooked leg, a bad eye, hair falling out; she may
have had lice; she definitely had fleas. I saw nothing attractive about the little dog when
she showed up on our front port one morning. I felt pity for the little thing-the put-herout-of-her-misery kind of pity.
I like dogs actually. I enjoy their companionship, the way they make me laugh, their
affection. But I like clean dogs. Undiseased dogs. Dogs with hair. What did she want?
The little mutt stared at me through the screen door for a moment. I stared back. “Why
should I feel sorry for you?” I asked her. As if to answer me she began some strange
antics.
First she stood as tall as her scrawny legs could stretch, then she slowly turned around
like a model on a fashion runway to give me a good look at her. Impressive, I thought.
Then she started to bark a pathetic yap. By the way she carried on she must’ve thought
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hers was a majestic voice. She was proud of it. Strangely enough, it seemed as though
she was trying to communicate. “I just took a bath,” she croaked. “Brushed my teeth too,
see?” She grinned to show me several yellowed teeth with a number conspicuously
absent.
Ugh. As for the bath little dog, you missed a couple of spots-like your face, legs, and
body. I don’t think she heard, though. She was proceeding with her impressive resume.
“Just killed a varmint for you too,” she announced proudly, dragging around the corner
for my approval the barely recognizable corpse of one of the beautiful mallard ducks that
had once lived peacefully on our pond.
Before, I was disgusted, now I was angry. She had killed a beautiful animal that we
loved to watch. And on top of that she thought I’d be grateful. I started out the door,
bad intentions on my mind, when my 5-year-old daughter tugged on my pant leg.
“Don’t hurt the doggy.” Her plea stopped me and quieted my anger. We watched in
silence as the dog performed her Olympic athlete qualifications for us. She bounded the
1—foot dash with breakneck limps to the other side of the porch. Her gymnastics routine
consisted of a roll-over that left a mat of hair on the porch behind her. Her grand finale
was a neat little pile in the corner of the porch that I would have to clean up with a shovel.
I looked down at my daughter, who was obviously enchanted. “I want to keep her,
Daddy.”
“But sweetheart, you can see that shape she’s in. Why do you want a dog like that?” I
asked with rationality I didn’t feel.
“I just do,” she said.
“But she’s a mess, she has terrible behavior, and to top it off, she thinks she can impress
us enough to take her in,” I said reasonably.
“I love her,” she said unreasonably. I told her she was being unreasonable.
“What is “unreasonable?” she asked, obviously not really caring.
“Look at her, just look at her, sweetheart,” I said, my exasperation beginning to show.
“No Daddy,” my daughter shot back, “Look at me. I’ll clean her, I’ll train her to be good.
“She can’t be good yet. She doesn’t know what good is.”
“But I’m good, Daddy. Please, look at me.”
I looked at my daughter, and I saw the face of irrational, unreasonable grace.
(By Jeff Scoggins, Adventist Review, September, 1999)
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WORSHIP
I Love Jesus
Reaches up to God
Spiritual Dynamics

WORSHIP is everything we do in response to God’
God’s
wonderful gift.
It is:
•O
ur beliefs, values, and behaviour
Our
•O
ur praise, prayer and Bible study
Our
•Ou
Ourr decisions about lifelife-style choices:
friends, school, church, home, hobbies, sports, entertainment, and
and
more
Ephesians 3.20 “I pray that Christ Jesus and the church will forever bring
praise to God. His power at work in us can do far more than we dare ask
or imagine.”
imagine.”

We want our children to know the joy of worshipping God - in family devotions, in
Sabbath School, in Church services.
We also want our children to know that every moment of their lives can be a response to
God’s grace - relationships in the family, at school, everywhere.
In our children’s stories and lessons we must not separate the spiritual part of lives from
the rest of what we do. All our kid’s activities must be open to the leading of God. That’s
why we use contemporary versions of the Bible. God speaks the languages of the 21st
century as much as He speaks in King James’ English.
What are the most important things we can teach our children about God?
1. Teach them about Jesus.
2. Teach them how to pray.
3. Teach them about the world to come.
(Child Guidance p.488)
There is nothing deeper, nothing more worthy of our investigation than God’s love as
revealed in Jesus Christ. This is the divine spark that lights the flame of worship within
us.
Worship is caused by love
functions through love
and responds to that First Love!
This is not rote worship but a genuine heart-response to God’s great love and that’s what
we want for our children.
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COMMUNITY
We love each other
Reaches inwards

Spiritual Dynamics
COMMUNITY is the church family. We learn to share faith, worship, fellowship,
fellowship,
acceptance, trust, involvement and outreach.
Church members can:
•create a comm
unity of faith where children’
community
children’s Christian experience can be
fully developed
•involv
e children in religious activities in home and church
involve
•encour
age children to explore their own faith and to grow spiritually
encourage
spiritually
•demonstrate to children how they can support their family and community
community
through prayer and acts of kindness.
Phillipians 3.20 “But we are citizens of heaven and are eagerly waiting for our
Saviour to come from there. Our Lord Jesus Christ”
Christ”

We want to create for our children a genuine community of faith in which their Christian
experience can fully develop. We’ll be able to this when:
• Parents and all church members model God’s grace which is accepting, nonjudgmental and forgiving.
• Children are involved in spiritual life at home and at church.
• Our church actively challenges prejudice and division between gender, racial,
ethnic, socio-economic and age groups.
• Children are encouraged to explore their own faith through creative and thoughtprovoking programs and services.
• Children support their faith community with their prayers, offerings and
participation.
• This begins in the home but needs to be nurtured in the church.
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SERVICE
Jesus Loves You Too
Reaches Outwards

Spiritual Dynamics
SERVICE is how we treat others outside our church. It is another
opportunity to respond to what God has done for us.
Church members can:
•model service by extending hospitality and encouraging others
•teach children how to be ChristChrist-like in all their dealings with
others
•provide opportunities for young children to serve others so that
they will enjoy a lifetime of service for God
Revelation 3.20 “Listen! I am standing and knocking at your door. If
you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in and we will
eat together.”
together.”

We want our children to experience the profound joy that comes from being of service to
others. It’s not enough for us to describe the vision nor even to model it ourselves. We
need to facilitate the children’s motivation and opportunities for service.
Here are a few suggestions. You’ll be able to think of many more to fit your situation.
• collecting canned goods
• making birthday cards and/or gifts for those in the church who are elderly, lonely
etc
• visiting shut-ins
• singing at nursing homes
• helping the elderly with gardening, shopping etc
• baby-sitting
• having a garage sale of their toys etc to raise money for a needy project
• ADRA appeal
• supporting a child in a 3rd world country
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LEARNING STYLES
We all have a way we learn best.
•Innovative, analytical,
commonsense or
dynamic - which are
you?
•All the different
learning styles will be
represented by the
children in your
Sabbath School.

Give the “Learning in Styles” test. (For North America, can be ordered from AdventSource.
If necessary, duplicate copies from Appendix D for overseas use.) Ask each participant to
complete the inventory and score it. Then present the descriptions of the learning
styles below.

Learning Style 1 - Innovative
¾ Strengths: Imaginative ability. Understanding
people. Recognising problems. Brainstorming. These
people are the conscience for the group - prophets.
They’
They’re concerned with relationships between
people.
¾ Weaknesses: They prefer to observe, will add
creative touches to group projects and keep
information. Often won’
won’t make decisions. Sometimes
fail to recognise problems and opportunities.
¾ In Sabbath School:
 Artistic expression of faith
 Creative writing (poetry, songs, stories)
 Posters, collages, sculptures, room decorations
 Inventories about personal feelings
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Learning Style 2 - Analytic
People with this learning style prefer to learn by abstract
conceptualisation. They are usually thinkers, logical
and orderly.
¾ Strengths: Good at planning, creating models,
defining problems, developing theories, remembering
facts, they like to reason inductively.
¾ Weaknesses: Can be so involved in abstract thinking
that they don’
don’t make good practical application.
¾ In Sabbath School:
• Research activities with Bible maps etc
• Quizzes, discussions, Bible studies
• Coded scriptures and puzzles

Learning Style 3 - Common Sense
¾ Strengths: Problem solving, decision making, deductive
reasoning, defining problems and applying new ideas to
new situations.
¾ Weaknesses: May solve the wrong problems, hasty
decisions, lack of focus, no testing of ideas, scattered
thoughts.
¾ In Sabbath School:
• Begin on time with activities
• Give opportunity for participation in experiments
• Writing and planning a drama
• Solving problems that apply the lesson to everyday life
• Construction
• Personal Inventories
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Learning Style 4 - Dynamic
¾ Strengths: These people are result-oriented. They like getting
things done. They take leadership, and are good at explaining
policies; great sales persons. They take risks. They prefer to
learn new skills on-the-job.
¾ Weaknesses: They tend to make trivial improvements and
engage in meaningless activities. They will begin lots of
projects but may not finish them on time or at all. Their planning
is not realistic or goal-directed.
¾ In Sabbath School:
• Hands-on activities eg make greeting cards and write letters
• Real life simulations
• Produce and participate in drama
• making lists, organising material, planning a real event eg visit
to hospital
• Testing situations/theories
• Achieving goals/putting on programs

THE SABBATH
SCHOOL
PROGRAM
• Introduces the lesson
on Sabbath
• Focuses the entire
Sabbath School time
on one message
from the Bible story.
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• Introducing the lesson on Sabbath
One reason for this is to motivate the children to study the lesson during the week. It will
also avoid the problem we have had in the past where some students had studied the
lesson and knew it well, while others had not looked at it and were unable to tell anything
about it.
• Focusing the entire Sabbath School time on one theme
Making sure every aspect of the program (songs, prayer, lesson, activities) is focused on
a theme will ensure that the “power point” or “message” you are trying to make has been
reached.
The themes will be about God’s grace, the response of worship we make to that grace, or
how that grace empowers our loving relationships with one another and our service to a
world God’s love created and sustains.

ACTIVE LEARNING
Educational needs

“Tell me and I’ll forget.
Show me and I may remember.
Involve me and I’ll understand.”
Active learning is learning by doing
(using all the senses) rather than by
just listening.
It includes simulation games,
rolerole-plays, service projects, experiments,
research projects, purposeful games and
field trips.

Conduct one or two of the active learning exercises here to illustrate the method.
1. The Power of Words
Materials:
Paper cutouts in the shape of a person (20cm high) One for each group of 8 - 10 people.
Roll of sticky tape for each group.
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Say : “Say something unkind to the paper person while tearing off a part of its body. Pass
to the next person in the group who will do the same. Keep the part you tore off.” Give
each person a 4cm piece of sticky tape.
Say: “Starting with the last person in the group, use the sticky tape to put the part you
tore off the person back on as carefully as possible. As you do it say something kind to
the paper person.”
When this is completed ask the first person in the group to hold up the paper person so
everyone can see.
Ask: “Does the person look as good as it did before you tore the pieces off?”
Say: “This is what happens when we say unkind things. We can never make things as
good as they were before.”
2. Can I help you?
Materials: nil
Say: “Sit on the floor back-to-back with your partner. Link arms. Stand up.”
Wait until everyone is up.
Ask the first pair: “How did you manage to stand up so quickly?”
Ask the slowest: “How did you manage to stand up?”
Continue questioning to help the participants appreciate that they had to work together
and help each other.
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WHAT DO WE
REMEMBER BEST?

Spoken
or written
communication

5 - 10%

Media

RoleRole-play

25%

40 - 60%

Direct
Experiences

80 - 90%

The diagram above shows how much is retained from each type of activity. Research
shows that the more students become involved in an experience, the more they’ll learn.

speech or books eg
sermons, lectures

Cone of
Experience

pictures, felts, maps.
audioaudio-cassettes
videovideo-cassettes
study trips
experiments
drama, puppets

games, role play
realreal-life experiences
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“The Cone of Experience” depicts a variety of learning activities, all of which can be
used effectively in Sabbath School. The top of the cone shows learning experiences
which are second hand, e.g., The children hear about someone else doing something.
They have very little involvement and so learn very little. The bottom of the cone shows
activities that require the children’s participation. All their senses, thinking and feelings
are involved. This results in maximum learning.

ACTIVE LEARNING
Educational needs

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

is an adventure
is fun and captivating
involves everyone
is student-based
is process-oriented
is relational
is focused through
debriefing

• Is an adventure
It’s an adventure because the outcomes are not completely predictable. You’ll never hear,
“Sabbath School is boring.” Try this:
It’s a clique
Children get into groups of 7 (or whatever fits your situation). 6 children form a
tight circle and the 7th tries to get into the middle of the circle, while the others
try to keep him out.
Ask the 7th: How did it feel to be left out? etc.
Ask the others: What were your feelings about the 7th? What were your feelings
about what you were doing? Etc.
• Is fun and captivating
Sabbath School should be the best time of the week - the best fun. Doesn’t God want his
children to be happy? Try this:
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Jesus is the light
Take children into a darkened room. Ask: How do you like this room? How do
you feel? Give each child a candle, a neon stick or a flash light to which you’ve
attached the word Jesus. Let the children turn the lights on. Ask: Where’s the
darkness gone? How do you like this room now? etc.
• Involves everyone
So maximizes learning, gives opportunity for movement thus easing muscles cramped
through inaction and eliminates inappropriate behavior caused by just “spectating.”
• Is student based
These activities allow students to learn whatever their level of ability. There’s more than
one appropriate response.
• Is process-oriented
Learning occurs all during the experience.
• Is relational
Children want to interact with each other all the time and this gives them a valid and
purposeful opportunity to do it.
• Is focused through de-briefing
(See next slide.)

DEBRIEFING
is the discussion of feelings and
experiences produced by an activity to
gain understanding
Educational needs

It is a three-step process:
reflection
“How did you feel?”
interpretation “What does this mean to you?”
“How is this experience like
some other aspect of your life?”
application

“What will you do about it?”
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This is the most important part of active learning. An activity that is not debriefed will
probably not result in much learning.
It’s also the most difficult part for a leader/teacher who is new to active learning.
A leader needs to:
• Take time to reflect on the “message” for that day. Think outside the box. Try to
think about it from a child’s perspective.
•

Ask open-ended questions i.e. questions which have more than one appropriate
response, questions which can’t be answered by yes or no.

•

When asking questions, take a child’s response and build another question on that
response. It’s like leading the child along a path to fuller understanding by asking
questions which will move them forward step by step. It’s a skill which comes
with practice and by knowing what the fuller understanding might be. Keep the
options open.

•

It’s OK to ask, “Why do you think that?” or “What makes you say that?” or
“What do the rest of you think?”

•

Don’t allow one child to dominate. When there is no one right answer and when
the leader treats all answers with respect even shy children will respond.

Leaders who use Active
Learning
Educational needs

are enthusiastic
participate in activities
act as a coach
are a timekeeper
are flexible
trust the Holy Spirit for
wisdom and guidance
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It’s a challenge. It requires mental preparation. But it’s fun and so rewarding. Go for it!
The children don’t expect perfection… just willingness.

TOTAL HOUR TEACHING

The entire Sabbath
School time
is a complete learning
cycle, teaching and
reinforcing
the point or message
of the lesson.

The entire Sabbath School time is a complete learning cycle, teaching
and reinforcing the point/message of the lesson.
The time is not broken into program and class segments.
The “hour” is divided into five segments, each one of which appeals most strongly to a
specific learning style, with the prayer and praise section added.
Taken in sequence these segments follow the pattern of how the brain learns best.
They answer the learning questions Why? What? How? and What if? (These are known as the learning styles).
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TOTAL HOUR TEACHING
4.
Practise
it!

3.
Apply it!

1.
Feel
it!

2.
Understand
it!

Segment 1
Segment 2
Segment 3
Segment 4

READINESS ACTIVITIES
•The first segment of the “hour” involves one or more
activities which connect students emotionally with the
topic for the lesson. These are known as “Readiness
Activities”.
•This section helps students see WHY they should
learn the lesson.

1st
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The First Segment
These readiness activities are usually quite active and reach the students on more than
one level of perception.
They lead students to understand Why? they should learn the lesson, and engage their
feelings as well as their thoughts.
Debriefing questions follow activities in every segment, but are particularly important
here. Through these prompts for discussion, the leader/teacher is able to ask questions
that invite the students to reflect on what they experienced (reflective), what it means to
them (interpretative), and what they can do about it (applicable). The debriefing time is
what makes the activities educative and not just activity for activity’s sake.

BIBLE STUDY
• The second segment is experiencing the
Bible story.
• It answers the learning style question:

What is it I need to learn?

2nd

The second segment answers the learning question What? … What is it I need to
learn?
This traditional aspect of the learning cycle—the subject matter—takes on an additional
colour as students learn the Bible story interactively (having some active part in the
learning experience, not just as passive listeners).
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APPLYING THE MESSAGE
•The third segment of the total hour puts the
message in the context of the children’s lives today.
•It answers the question:

How does this apply to my life?

3rd

The third segment of the total hour answers the question How does this apply to
my life? How am I going to use this?
The students are able to discuss a situation in contemporary life when the lesson’s
principle applies.
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SHARING THE MESSAGE
• The fourth segment of the hour deals with what the
student can do with the newly learned concept to
bless others in the coming week.
• The typical learning style question is:

What if ... ?

4th

The fourth segment of the hour deals with what the student can do with the newly
learned concept to bless others in the coming week. What if ... ? is the typical learning
question.
Here you will use some of the other application to real life activities along with sharing
time. This is where the children will learn to share what they have learned. Sometimes
they will practice sharing skills. Sometimes they will make something to help their
sharing, e.g., a poster for the church foyer, a gift for an elderly person.
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PRAYER & PRAISE
•This important part of Sabbath School - mission
story, offering, singing & prayer can be fitted into the
program wherever the leader feels it will work best.
•It is recommended that the Sabbath School hour
begin with the readiness activities.

?
In the GraceLink curriculum there is also guidance given for the time -honoured business
of Sabbath School - mission story, offering, song service. This can be incorporated
wherever the leader feels it will work best. However, it is recommended that the Sabbath
School hour begin with the readiness activities.

CHANGES in SS divisions
• Beginners (2 year cycle) ages birth to 36 months
(previously cradle roll [1 year cycle] ages birth through 48 mons)

• Kindergarten (2 year cycle) ages 3 - 5 years
(previously kindergarten [3 year cycle] ages 4 - 6 years)

• Primary (4 year cycle) ages 6 - 9 years
(previously primary [3 year cycle] ages 7 - 9 years)

• Junior (4 year cycle) ages 10 - 13 years
(previously junior/teen [4 year cycle] ages 10 - 14)
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•

It is recommended that the children move from one division to the next at the end
of a year. Thus they would move as a class group as they do in school. The
advantages of this are:
º it will maintain the flow of the program you have
º the children already have made friends in the group
º it prevents those whose birthdays are a little later than others from
feeling left out
º these issues are more obvious for the Primary - Junior - Teen Divisions

•

In the present curriculum, kindergarten and primary follow the same lesson and
memory verse cycle, however, in the GraceLink curriculum, beginner and
kindergarten lessons are based on the same Bible stories and memory verses.

•

Instead of 13 Beginner lessons each quarter, GraceLink will supply three lessons
per quarter, one per month, providing for much needed repetition.

YOUR ROOM, EQUIPMENT AND
PERSONNEL NEEDS

• The entire GraceLink lesson may be managed by
one leader/teacher in a small Sabbath School, or
with assistants in a larger Sabbath School.
• Even if you have only 6 children in one age group
run a separate SS program for them.
• Sabbath School rooms will need space to move
• You will need places to work and make things.
• Adapt the activities by using the materials you can
get.
• There is a useful overview in the introduction to
each program guide.
• Keep your books safely so that they can be used
again.
•

The entire GraceLink lesson can be managed by one leader/teacher in a small
Sabbath School, or with assistance in a larger Sabbath School.

•

Sabbath School rooms will need to be adapted to allow chairs to be rearranged in
various configurations - so there is space to move.
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•

Some of the activities involve action which could be distracting to other
divisions in the same room - thought needs to be given to finding alternate space
for this - such as out doors some place.

•

You will need tables and places to work and make things.

•

A supply of regularly used art/craft items should be stocked e.g. Bibles; rolls of
newsprint, brown paper or cardboard; pencils, pens, and markers; glue, glue sticks,
scissors etc.

•

Each leader/teacher guide has a chart in the introduction that tells the monthly
theme, the Bible story, references, memory verse (power text), message (power
point), and the page on which to find a list of the material needed for each lesson.

•

The GraceLink curriculum is undated so that it may be saved and used again.
Dates, indicating which Sabbath the lessons are to be taught, are included on the
introductory graph for convenience (table of contents in student material).
However there are no other dates within the material.

Go through a sample GraceLink lesson of your choice with the class participants.
Pick different class members to lead different sections of the lesson. If a GraceLink
lesson is not currently available, there is a copy of a Primary GraceLink lesson in
Appendix E.
IV. Discipline with Grace
This section presents insights on grace-filled discipline, provided by Noelene Johnsson
(Part I) and Janet Rieger (Part II).
Part I: (Adapted from Noelene Johnsson)

Positive Class Discipline: Facilitating Groups
Definitions of Discipline
•

Word Associations: What words do you associate with discipline?
To debrief: Is discipline a positive or a negative word for you?

•

Bible Associations:
1. Heb 12:5-6 associates discipline with rebuke & punishment.
2. Paul refers to this association as encouragement. (v. 5)
3. Is punishment encouraging to you?

34

•

Exploring the Definition in Hebrews 12:
1. Read v. 7-12
2. In v. 6, “endure hardship” (e.g. “poverty”) = discipline.
3. Hardship is not punishment but self-discipline. It lasts a while.

•

Trust walk
1. Ask a volunteer to do a trust walk. Ask the volunteer to choose someone
she trusts to give oral directions that will guide her through the walk.
2. While you are blindfolding the volunteer, everyone else rearranges the
furniture to challenge the volunteer.
3. After they get started, quietly encourage the others to call out their own
directions and frustrate the guide’s efforts.
4. After the walk is completed, affirm the participants and call everyone into
a huddle to debrief.
To debrief, ask the volunteer to tell what she experienced. Ask the same of the
guide.
Refer to Heb 12:12, 13. How might these verses relate to the trust walk? If we
submit to discipline, what do we make for our feet? Level paths_
QUOTE
“The object of discipline is the training of the child for self-government. They
should be taught self-reliance and self-control” (Ellen White, Education, 287).
Heb 12:15 applies to the discipline process as to all of life; we should temper
discipline with grace.

Discipline and Grace
•

Draw the diagram of self-discipline with
Grace, showing:
1. Grace—the Cross. “Lift up Jesus and
with Him all humanity will be lifted up.”
EGW
2. The Way—illumination from the Cross
to self. but I, when I am lifted up from
the earth, will draw all person) to
myself” (John 12:32).
3. The Law—a wall of safety either side
of the way.
”Direct me in the path of your
commands” (Ps 119:35). “I have not
departed from your laws, for You
yourself have taught me” (v. 102).
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4. The Voice—God’s guidance. “Your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying,
‘This is the way; walk in it’” (Isa 30:21).
•

Teaching self-discipline means teaching kids to mind—with grace. We encourage
them to listen to God’s guiding voice.

•

For the young, God’s voice sounds much like that of the person in authority over
them. (Again, God’s law helps them discern from competing voices.)

Managing a Classroom with Grace
•

Common Discipline Problems at Church
Get everyone to help list discipline problems they have encountered at church,
that bother them. Make a master list.
e.g.
Calling out
Getting up, walking around
Making noise with objects – tapping a pencil
Talking back
Hitting, pinching, or pushing others
Talking out of turn
Rocking in chair
Making faces
Ignoring teacher and not listening
Class clown
Tattling
Name calling and racial slurs
Annoying other kids
Etc.

•

Yarn Push & Pull
1. Pass around a ball or yarn and ask everyone to break off a piece while you
continue to talk.
2. While the yarn continues to go around, participants list at the top of a
sheet of paper sample common behavior problems that disrupt learning in
the classroom—from the master list above, or additional ideas. For
instance, tapping a pencil, chewing loudly.
3. Ask everyone to take their yarn and put it on their sheet of paper. They are
then to try pushing the yarn across the page, keeping it in a straight line.
(This will prove impossible.)
4. Then ask them to pull the yarn in a straight line.
5. To debrief, ask them what they learned about classroom discipline from
this activity. (That it is easier to get the children to follow you than to push
them ahead of you, etc.)

36

•

Negative Behavior in the Classroom
Have the class discuss causes of the behavior problems listed above.
Possible Causes:
1. Boredom
2. Negative attitude
3. Teacher not organized
4. Teacher fails to give adequate directions
5. Transitions from one activity to another

•

Giving Clear Directions
Clear directions tell . . .
WHY
WHEN
WHO
HOW
WHAT THEY WILL DO

So give students . . .
A REASON
A SIGNAL
A NAME
AN ADVERB
A VERB

•

Managing Transitions
When the children will move from one place to another, or from one activity to
another, give good directions, as above, plus
Give signal to begin . . .Go . . .Affirm the transition . . . Thank you.

•

Interpersonal Dynamics

1. The Teacher Discipline Continuum
Reactive teacher________________________________________ Proactive teacher
Visible discipline________________________________________ Invisible discipline
Assumes all kids must____________________________________ Assumes most kids
Always behave
sometimes misbehave

2. The Student Misbehavior Continuum
“Just because a student misbehaves does not mean she has a goal of misbehavior.”
Least disruptive_________________________________________ Most disruptive
Attention-seeking________________________________________Power and revenge
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Controlling Misbehavior by “Bumps”
“Each increased level of aggression bumps up the ante [cost, price, reaction by teacher].”
--Bennett and Smilanich
• Bump 1
Low-key response (Deals with the problem not the student)
1. Proximity
2. Touch (light, quick)
3. Student’s name (quick, quiet)
4. Gesture (finger on mouth), “The look” (eye contact, quick)
5. The pause (active pause—scan the class, wait for compliance)
6. Ignore (turns back on student), Signal (to begin)
Apply “Bump 1” response to slow responder, saying, “Thank you” when student
complies.
• Bump 2
Minimal request—when a student doesn’t respond to “Bump 1” and “bumps” again:
1. Pause
2. Turn toward the student (square off)
3. Give a minimal verbal request (Are you finished?)
4. Give a polite thank you and keep going with the lesson.
• Bump 3
The choice—a technique for presenting options.
1. Stop teaching, turn to the student (or approach privately)
2. Offer an appropriate choice, or just say, “Decision please.”
3. Wait for an answer, verbal or non-verbal.
4. Finish with “Thank you.
5. Move to “Bump 4” if it doesn’t work.
In between “bumps,” try to win them over with a little humor.
• Bump 4
Following through—this “bump” has two dimensions:
1. Following through on the choice you gave earlier
2. Implied choice—a choice you gave one student applies to all students if they
heard the choice.
• Bump 5
Steps to defuse a crisis or power struggle—to show that you mean what you say.
After a choice has been given without effect, standing as close to the student as
possible:
1. Stop teaching; square off to them. (Turn toward the student)
2. Make eye contact; take your time.
3. Deal with allies; stand between them and the offender.
4. Shift the focus of control to the student.
5. Pause and allow the student to save face.
6. Bring closure: Say, “Thank you. I appreciate that.”
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Re: allies: Allies are other kids who respond to the offender before you can. You
have just asked everyone to think about a question. Andy blurts out his response.
Bill shouts, “Be quiet, Andy!” Andy then replies to Bill and a heated exchange
ensues—for the purpose of derailing the teacher.
The Role of a Group Teacher
The leader up front is the class teacher who gives directions.
The group teacher is a volunteer who sits with a group of five children.
The group teacher is the leader’s ally and the group’s coach.
Teaching this way makes it easy to recruit volunteers because they do not prepare a
lesson. They:
▪Get to know the children in their group
▪Help the children carry out the instructions of the teacher.
▪Take responsibility for only 5 students
▪Sit with their group throughout
▪Are responsible to the teacher up front
▪Have a chance to lead children to Jesus

References
Barrie Bennett and Peter Smilanich, Classroom Management: A Thinking & Caring
Approach (Toronto, Canada: Bookation, 1994), 340 pages; ISBN 0-9695388-1-2
Ellen G. White, True Education. Chapter 34, “Discipline.” (Hagerstown, MD: Review
and Herald, 2000), 192 pages.
Part II: (Adapted from Janet Rieger)

Positive Behavior Management—Additional Insights
•

Ensuring Safety, Security, Achievement, and Happiness

Why do we need to be in control in children’s programs? Surely the kids will be
happier if they can do what they like.
In every situation someone is in control - the teacher in the classroom, the pastor and
elders in the church service, the dentist when you’re in the chair, the driver on a bus,
the UN peacekeeping force, or the militia. Someone is always in control.
And if you’re not in control as the leader then it will be one of the children or even a
group of children. So why should you as the song leader, the leader, or the teacher be
in control rather than the kids?
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When parents let their children go to a children’s program they believe that:
1. The children will be safe there. There will be no abuse - physical (no punch-ups,
no dangerous flying objects, no twisted ears as discipline). You cannot ensure this
unless you are in control. Parents assume their children will be safe from emotional
abuse - (no name calling, put-downs or exclusions) and certainly they expect their
children will be safe from sexual abuse. You cannot ensure this arena of safety unless
you are in control.
2. They assume that the children will feel secure. Children feel secure when they
know what to expect. They would expect that the leaders will be friendly and
trustworthy.
3. They assume that the program will be interesting. That there will be order and not
chaos.
4. They assume that the children will be happy. You can only ensure these things if
you’re in control.
5. They assume that their children will learn more about Jesus.

Pointers
•

Nothing will take the place of good preparation. Firstly, prayer.
▪Pray for your program and your team.
▪Pray for each child by name.

•

Plan well ahead.
▪Make sure your program suits the children you’ll be working with—age
appropriate, has flexibility for all kinds of children (handicapped, shy).

•

Be prepared and punctual.
▪Have everything ready: equipment, music, craft supplies, etc.
▪Make sure everyone’s on time and you’re not doing last-minute preparation
when you should be greeting the children.

•

Have all team members in place and interacting with the children.
▪Everyone needs to support the one leading out. Participate. Don’t huddle in a
corner with your colleagues. Sit among the children so you get to know them.

•

Keep the program rolling along. (Director, song leader, story teller, craft director)
▪Empty time leaves opportunity for misbehavior.

•

Draw up some ground rules—state them often and act on them.
▪Formulate rules with the whole team. Run them past some parents, if appropriate.
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▪Ask the children what they think the rules should be. (You don’t have to take
their suggestions.)
▪Keep the rules few, positive, and simple. Let the children know what the rules
are and what the consequences of breaking the rules will be. Restate them
regularly.
Preventive Discipline
•

The program is age-appropriate.

•

The activity is meaningful.
▪Children learn by doing not listening. So, choose activities which match your
theme. Debrief after the activity with thought-provoking questions.

•

The children get love and acceptance.
▪Let the children know you’re glad to see them—even the disruptive and dirty
ones.

•

The children get choices.
▪Allow choices wherever possible—songs, colors of crafts, seats, drinks, etc.

•

Leaders are realistic and consistent.
▪Be realistic. Don’t expect:
perfection; them to listen for more than 10 minutes; to sing more than two
or three songs at a time; co-ordination skills beyond their age level; to get
everything right the first time

▪Consistency is the jewel in discipline. You can be consistently tough or
consistently soft; either is better than inconsistency. With inconsistency a child is
confused. You need to be consistent with yourself, and need to be consistent with
the rest of the team.
•

Leaders focus on positive actions.
▪Commend kids for positive actions. When you know a kid is going to mess up,
get in first as soon as he walks in the door, “Hi Jake. Great to see you. You’re
looking really happy today and that makes me happy too.”
Use humor whenever possible.

Purposeful Strategies for working with Children
•

Understand the worlds which impact on them.

•

Recognize and meet their physical needs.

•

Recognize and meet their emotional needs.
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•

Recognize and meet their identity needs.

•

Develop effective personal relationships.

•

Model and foster acceptance, belonging, security, and trust.

•

Promote success and believe every child can achieve it.

•

Acknowledge and address issues of power.

•

Take active steps to reduce prejudice.

•

Use positive behavior management.

•

Recognize the learning strengths of each student.

•

Use teaching styles with effective communication. (Active learning is the basis of
the GraceLink Sabbath School curriculum for children.)
▪Stimulation
▪Reflection
▪Interpretation
▪Responding
▪Multiple Intelligences (The content of learning cycle activities. Howard Gardner
has identified the following 8 intelligences [capacities—ways of being smart] that
should be used in learning activities: Visual/Spatial, Logical/Mathematical,
Verbal/Linguistic, Musical/Rhythmic, Bodily/Kinaesthetic, Interpersonal/Social,
Intra personal/Introspective, Naturalist/Environmental approaches)

Building Relationships
•

Talk to child side by side.

•

Set clear and fair boundaries.

•

Practice active listening.

•

Use appropriate touch.

•

Encourage peer learning.

•

Be positive, truthful, and consistent.

•

Use shared humor often.
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•

Maintain confidences.

Remedial Discipline
•

Be there and alert.

•

Deal with the children individually.
▪You have probably heard (or personally experienced) teachers who punished the
whole class for the errors of one individual child. Not a good idea. Has anyone
been part of a class receiving such treatment? If there’s been a problem, deal with
the individual(s) involved.

•

Child states what they did wrong
▪Ask child, What did you do?” Don’t allow, “I dunno.” That’s a cop out. They do
know.

•

Child explains why their behavior is wrong.
▪Why was it wrong to do that?” Keep questioning until they tell you.

•

Child states what they should have done.
▪What should you have done?” Keep questioning until you get an answer.

•

The consequences of their behavior are applied.
▪Apply the consequences. Sit out this game. Give her your craft. . . . etc.

Conclusion
Give everyone a chance to raise questions about specific discipline problems that were
not already answered.
For additional insights on discipline, read Counsels on Sabbath School Work, pages 171181.

Thank you to. . .
North American Division Children’s Ministries Director, Noelene Johnsson, for sharing
materials from her departmental website, and for her valuable input into this syllabus.
Retired South Pacific Division Children’s Ministries Director, Janet Rieger, for sharing
her PowerPoint presentations, which were incorporated into this syllabus.
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APPENDIX

A. Grace Stories

The Education of Little Tree
A True Story
by Forrest Carter
University of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 1976.
Granpa said if there was less words, there wouldn’t be as much trouble in the world. He
said privately to me that there was always some fool making up a word that served no
purpose except to cause trouble. Which is reasonable, Granpa favored the sound, or how
you said a word, as to its meaning. He said folks that spoke different words could feel the
same thing by listening to the sound of music. Granma agreed with him, because that’s
the way they talked to each other.
Granma’s name was Bonnie Bee. I knew that when I heard him late at night say, “I kin ye,
Bonnie Bee,” he was saying, “I love ye,” for the feeling was in the words.
And when they would be talking and Granma would say, “Do ye kin me, Wales?” and he
would answer, “I kin ye,” it meant, “I understand ye.” To them, love and understanding
was the same thing. Granma said you couldn’t love something you didn’t understand; nor
could you love people, nor God, if you didn’t understand the people and God.
Granpa and Granma had an understanding, and so they had a love. Granma said the
understanding run deeper as the years went by, and she reckined it would get beyond
anything mortal folks could think upon or explain. And so they called it “kin.”
Granpa said back before his time “kinfolks” meant any folks that you understood and had
an understanding with, so it meant “loved folks.” But people got selfish, and brought it
down to mean just blood relatives; but that actually it was never meant to mean that. [pp.
37-38]
Granpa taught me to hand fish. This was how, the second time in my five years of living,
I nearly got killed. The first time, or course, was working in the whiskey trade when the
tax law might near caught me. I was more than certain sure they would have taken me to
the settlement and hanged me. Granpa said, more than likely they wouldn’t have as he
had never knowed such case to happen. But Granpa didn’t see them. They wasn’t chasing
him. This time, however, Granpa nearly got killed too.
It was in the middle of the day, which is the best time to hand fish. The sun hits the
middle of the creek and the fish move back under the banks to lie in the cool and doze.
This is when you lay down on the creek bank and ease your hands into the water and feel
for the fish holes. When you find one, you bring your hands in easy and slow, until you
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feel the fish. It you are patient, you can rub your hands along the sides of the fish and he
will lie in the water while you rub him.
Then you take one hold behind his head, the other on his tail, and lift him out of the water.
It takes some time to learn.
This day, Granpa was laying on the bank and had already pulled a catfish out of the water.
I couldn’t find a fish hole, so I went a ways down the bank. I lay down and eased my
hands into the water, feeling for a fish hole. I heard a sound right by me. It was a dry
rustle that started slow and got faster until it made a whirring noise.
I turned my head toward the sound. It was a rattlesnake. He was coiled to strike, his head
in the air, and looking down on me, not six inches from my face. I froze stiff and couldn’t
move. He was bigger around than my leg and I could see ripples moving under his dry
skin. He was mad. Me and the snake stared at each other. He was flicking out his
tongue—nearly in my face—and his eyes was slitted—red and mean.
The end of his tail began to flutter faster and faster; making the whirring sound get higher.
Then his head, shaped like a big V, begun to weave just a little, back and forth, for he
was deciding what part of my face to hit. I knew he was about to strike me but I couldn’t
move.
A shadow fell on the ground over me and the snake. I hadn’t heard him coming atall but I
knew it was Granpa. Soft and easy, like he was remarking about the weather, Granpa said,
“Don’t turn yer head. Don’t move, Little Tree. Don’t blink yer eyes.” Which I didn’t. The
snake raised his head higher, getting ready to hit me. I thought he would not stop raising
up.
Then, of a sudden, Granpa’s big hand come between my face and the snake’s head. The
hand stayed there. The rattler drew up higher. He begun to hiss, and rattled a solid
whirring sound. If Granpa had moved his hand . . . or flinched, the snake would have hit
me square in the face. I knew it too.
But he didn’t. The hand stayed steady as a rock. I could see the big veins on the back of
Granpa’s hand. There was beads of sweat standing out too, shining against the copper
skin. There wasn’t a tremble nor a shake in the hand.
The rattler struck, fast and hard. He hit Granpa’s hand like a bullet; but the hand never
moved atall. I saw the needle fangs bury up in the meat as the rattler’s jaws took up half
his hand.
Granpa moved his other hand, and grabbed the rattler behind the head, and he squeezed.
The rattler come up off the ground and wrapped himself around and around Granpa’s arm.
He thrashed at Granpa’s head with his rattling end, and beat him in the face with it. But
Granpa wouldn’t turn loose. He choked that snake to death with one hand, until I heard
the crack of backbone. Then he throwed him on the ground.
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Granpa set down and whipped out his long knife. He reached over and cut big slashes in
his hand where the snake had bit. Blood was running over his hand and down his arm. I
crawled over to Granpa. . . for I was weak as dishwater, and didn’t think I could walk. I
pulled myself to standing by holding onto Granpa’s shoulder. He was sucking the blood
out of the knife slash and spitting it on the ground. I didn’t know what to do, so I said,
“Thankee, Granpa.” Granpa looked at me and grinned. He had blood smeared over his
mouth and face.
[Clear throat] “*$#*!*&$!” Granpa said. “We showed that son of a [you know what],
didn’t we?”
“Yes, sir,” I said, feeling better about the whole thing. “We showed that son of a [you
know what].” Though I couldn’t rightly recall as having much to do with the showing.
Granpa’s hand commenced to get bigger and bigger. It was turning blue. He taken his
long knife and split the sleeve of his deer shirt. The arm was twice as big as his other one.
I got scared.
Granpa taken off his hat and fanned his face. “Hot as [you know where],” he said, “fer
this time of year.” His face looked funny. Now his arm was turning blue.
“I’m going for Granma,” I said. I started off. Granpa looked after me and his eyes stared
off, faraway.
“Reckin I’ll rest a spell,” he said, calm as syrup. “I’ll be along directly.”
I run down the Narrows trail, and I guess maybe that nothing but my toes touched the
ground. I couldn’t see good, for my eyes was blinded with tears though I didn’t cry.
When I turned onto the hollow trail, my chest was burning like fire. I commenced to fall
down, running down the hollow trail, sometimes in the spring branch, but I scrambled
right up again. I left the trail and cut through briers and bushes. I knew Granpa was dying.
The cabin looked crazy and tilted when I run into the clearing, and I tried to yell for
Granma . . . but nothing would come out. I fell through the kitchen door and right into
Granma’s arms. Granma held me and put cold water on my face. She looked at me steady
and said, “What happened—where?” I tried to get it out. “Granpa’s dying . . .” I
whispered, “rattlesnake . . . creek bank.” Granma dropped me flat on the floor, which
knocked the rest of the wind out of me.
She grabbed a sack and was gone. I can see her now; full skirt, with hair braids flying
behind and her tiny moccasin feet flying over the ground. She could run! She had not said
anything, “Oh Lord!” or nothing. She never hesitated nor looked around. I was on my
hands and knees in the kitchen door, and I hollered after her, “Don’t let Granpa die!” She
never slowed down, running from the clearing up the trail. I screamed as loud as I could,
and it echoed up the hollow, “Don’t let him die, Granma!” I figured, more than likely,
Granma wouldn’t let him die.
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I turned the dogs out and they took off after Granma, howling and baying up the trail. I
ran behind them, fast as I could.
When I got there, Granpa was laying flat out. Granma had propped his head up, and the
dogs was circling around, whining. Granpa’s eyes was closed and his arm was nearly
black.
Granma had slashed his hand again and was sucking on it, spitting blood on the ground.
When I stumbled up, she pointed to a birch tree. “Pull the bark off, Little Tree.”
I grabbed Granpa’s long knife and stripped the bark off the tree. Granma built a fire,
using the birch bark to start it, for it will burn like paper. She dipped water out of the
creek and hung a can over the fire and commenced to put roots and seeds into it; and
some leaves that she had taken from the sack. I don’t know all of what was used, but the
leaves was lobelia, for Granma said that Granpa had to have it to help him breathe.
Granpa’s chest was moving slow and hard. While the can was heating, Granma stood and
looked around. I hadn’t seen anything atall . . . but fifty yards off, against the mountain,
there was a quail nesting on the ground. Granma undid her big skirt and let it drop on the
ground. She hadn’t anything on under it. Her legs looked like a girl’s, with long muscles
moving under the copper skin.
She tied the top of the skirt together, and tied rocks around in the bottom of the skirt.
Then she moved on the quail’s nest like a wind whisper. Just at the right time—she
knew—the quail rose off the nest, and she threw the skirt over it.
She brought the quail back, and while it was still alive, she split it from breastbone to tail,
and spraddled it, kicking, over Granpa’s snake bite. She held the kicking quail on
Granpa’s hand for a long time, and when she took it off, the quail had turned green all
over its inside. It was poison from the snake.
The evening wore on, and Granma worked over Granpa. The dogs set around us in a
circle, watching. Nighttime fell, and Granma had me build up the fire. She said we had to
keep Granpa warm and couldn’t move him. She taken her skirt and laid it over him. I
taken off my deer shirt and laid it on him too, and was taking off my britches, but
Granma said that wasn’t necessary, as my britches wasn’t hardly big enough to cover one
of Granpa’s feet. Which they wasn’t.
I kept the fire going. Granma had me build another fire near Granpa’s head and so I kept
them both going. Granma laid down by Granpa, holding close to him, for she said her
body heat would help . . . and so I laid by Granpa on the other side; though I reckined my
body wasn’t hardly big enough to heat up much of Granpa. But Granma said I helped. I
told Granma I didn’t see hardly any way atall that Granpa would die.
I told her how it all happened, and that I reckined it was my fault for not watching.
Granma said it wasn’t anybody’s fault, not even the rattlesnake’s. She said we wasn’t to
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place fault ner gain on anything that just happened. Which made me feel some better, but
not much.
Granpa commenced to talk. He was a boy again, running through the mountains, and he
told all about it. Granma said this was because he was recollecting while he was sleeping.
He talked, of and on, all night. Just before dawn, he quietened and begun to breathe easy
and regular. I told Granma the way I see it, there wasn’t might near any way atall that
Granpa could die now. She said he wasn’t going to. So I went to sleep in the crook of his
arm.
I woke at sunup . . . just as the first light topped the mountain. Granpa set up, all of a
sudden. He looked down at me, and then at Granma. He said, “By God! Bonnie Bee, a
feller can’t lay his body down nowhere without you stripping buck naked and hunching at
‘em.”
Granma slapped Granpa’s face and laughed. She rose and put on her skirt. I knew Granpa
was all right. He wouldn’t leave for home until he had skinned the rattler. He said
Granma would make a belt for me, from its skin. Which she did.
We headed down the Narrows trail for the cabin, the dogs running ahead. Granpa was a
little weak-kneed, and held Granma close, helping him to walk, I reckined. I trotted along
behind them, feeling might near the best I had ever felt since coming to the mountains.
Though Granpa never mentioned putting his hand between me and the snake, I figured,
next to Granma, more than likely Granpa kinned me more than anybody else in the world,
even Blue Boy. [pp. 108-113]

Additional Grace Stories

Left to Die
by Eric Guttschuss, as told to Heather Guttschuss
From Adventist Review, January 8, 1998
She got into our van as we headed for an orphanage in a nearby town. The bus would
take forever, and Carl Wilkens* and I were going her direction, so it was no problem to
take another passenger. As we bumped over the potholed road, I noticed a deep scar
across her forehead and another on the back of her head. Carl noticed too, and being
curious, he asked her about them. She spoke in her native language, with a local pastor
interpreting her story into English, as we drove past the deceptively green hills of
Rwanda.
During the recent political upheaval in which thousands of people were killed, a man
attacked her, she said. The man killed her pastor-husband and left her for dead, with
machete slashes across her face and head. But when all was safe, her son came from his
hiding place and rescued her, saving her life.
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But the story she told only began there. She spoke with emotion as she continued. During
the terrible slayings I saw the man who killed my husband and wounded me. I had known
him well. He had once been a member of my husband’s congregation. Of course, the man
did not know that I was not dead when he walked away.”
Then months later, while shopping in a busy, crowded outdoor marketplace, she came
face-to-face with him. They each stood still, staring at each other for a moment, unable to
move. The man was shocked to see her alive—this pastor’s wife whom he was sure he’d
killed in the fury of the massacre. He never expected to see her face again. Would her
husband also appear before him now?
He began to sweat profusely, thinking he was seeing a ghost. But she did not disappear—
she just stood there in the market, looking back at him, her scars deep from his own
machete.
The horror of it all rushed over him. He trembled at what her response would be to him
now. Would she turn him over to the police at be tried for his crime? He had seen that
happen so often since the terrible killings had ended, and many were now in prison for
their part in the slayings.
His eyes seemed glued to her expression of recognition. He was unable to run. There was
no escape. Other people in the market became aware of the confrontation and watched to
see what would happen as perspiration continued to roll down the criminal’s face and
chest. He knew he’d been caught.
The crowd began to ask, “Why is he acting like this? What is wrong with this man?”
Turing to them, the pastor’s wife said calmly: “This man saw me in the hospital when I
was very sick, and he did not think I was going to live. That is why he is so surprised to
see me today.”
Then she walked up to the man and spoke his name, saying, “Come with me.”
She took him to her home and exchanged his sweat-drenched shirt for a clean one from
her own son’s closet. Then she said words that must have been the hardest words she’d
ever spoken: “I don’t know what else you have done or who else might accuse you, but as
for me, I forgive you.”
And the man went his way. She doesn’t know where he went. But she now goes from
house to house selling books as a literature evangelist, telling others of God’s love and
forgiveness.
As Carl and I took the woman to her small house in the nearby town, I knew something
inside me had changed. Her story of the ultimate forgiveness would remain with me
forever. I still see her scars when I close my eyes really tight.
Truly this is a story of grace.
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*Carl Wilkens was then Rwanda Union Mission secretary.

House in Flames
by Jennifer Jill Schwirzer
From Guide, October 21, 2000
One spring evening my kid brother Scott threw open my bedroom door without knocking.
His eyes looked like alarm clocks as he blurted out, “Sue Cook’s house is burning
down!”
Sue and I had lots of mischievousness and time with little supervision—a deadly
combination. Add to that the fact that we were not committed to God in any way, and you
have a formula for disaster.
A really stupid thing Sue and I did with our spare time was smoke cigarettes. One day
when we were passing a cigarette back and forth between each other, we heard one of the
side doors in her house open and close. Scared of being caught, we ran to see who it was
and found only Heidi, the dog.
When we returned to the couch where we had been smoking, however, we discovered
that we had dropped the burning cigarette into the side of the couch, and it had burned its
way through into the springs, where we couldn’t possibly retrieve it. We poured a couple
glasses of water on the hole, sure that the water would go into the couch and quench the
fire. After that we sprayed some air freshener, then Sue went to meet her family
somewhere and I went home.

Silent culprits
It was later that night that Scotty had burst into my bedroom and told me about Sue’s
house being on fire.
I immediately knew what had started the fire. Propelled by guilt and fear, I raced to her
house, riding my bike, then throwing it down to run the last few blocks until I reached the
pristine suburban road Sue lived on.
A mob of people jammed the street and yard, but I could still see the black smoke
billowing out of the windows. The house was brick, or else it would have burned to the
ground.
Someday I’m going to make enough money to pay them back for burning their house
down, I vowed inwardly. I hated the feeling of being under a cloud of condemnation.
I ran to the backyard, where Sue was surrounded by a group of girls. Putting
my tear-stained face in hers, I looked her in the eye, begging without words for some
comfort. I would have confessed right then and there to the police and our parents if Sue
had given me the go-ahead. Instead she hissed, “Don’t tell anyone!” I was forced to
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choose between honesty and friendship. I chose friendship. Somehow I couldn’t cross
Sue’s will and risk losing her. So we pretended we didn’t know anything about the
disaster.
There was talk about an electrical fire, a short in the wall. Who knew? House fires
happen.
It worked for about a year. Sue’s family moved into the Holiday Inn for a while, then into
a house in another suburb about 20 minutes away. She attended a different school, but we
remained friends. Perhaps part of our bond was our common secret and our common fear
of discovery.
Sue’s dad was, of all things, a lawyer. I thought of him as a cold, distant judge who
would punish us severely if he ever found out. Then one day he found a note I had
written to Sue that divulged the whole matter. He arranged a meeting with Sue and me to
discuss the matter. Doomsday had arrived.
The verdict was worse than I could have imagined: I had to tell my mom. My mother and
I were sitting in her station wagon after a trip to Brown Port Shopping Center on a cold
gray day.
“Mom? Remember Cooks’ fire?” I whispered.
“Yes.” Mom’s eyes darted around in anticipation of bad news.
“I was responsible for it.”
I still feel sick thinking about how much pain those words brought to my mom’s heart.
My punishment was watching her cry. Worse than the electric chair, I think.

The Huge Debt
My mom and dad stayed friends with the Cooks for years after the fiery incident, believe
it or not. By then I was a young adult and had even made a couple of CDs. Mr. Cook
called my mom one Christmas and asked her to sell him two of my CDs as
a Christmas present for Sue. Mom called and asked me to send them.
“And send a bill for the CDs for Mr. Cook,” she added.
My mouth dropped open. “Mom, I can’t bill Mr. Cook. I burned his house down,
remember?”
“Oh, don’t be silly, Jennifer!” Mom scolded. “He doesn’t hold that against you!”
But how could I know for sure? I decided to send him a note along with the CDs. “Dear
Mr. Cook,” I wrote. “Please take these CDs free of charge. Consider this a down payment
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on the great debt that I owe you.”
What he wrote back still takes my breath away: “Considering your comment about the
great debt that you owe me . . . I never considered, even for a moment, that you owed me
anything.”
As I read those words my mind spun in circles trying to grasp it. All the ideas I had
of Mr. Cook—the lawyer, the legalist, the grudge-bearing judge—fell flat as a different
Mr. Cook emerged, treading the rest of them underfoot.
Mr. Cook, the forgiver. How could it be? I had spent years feeling indebted when he
never considered, even for a moment, that I owed him anything.
And because of Mr. Cook, I view God differently too. I realize that I don’t have to cast
guilty glances over my shoulders, hoping to avoid Him. I don’t need to make little
offerings to Him, thinking it’s a down payment on a debt I can never pay. He’s forgiven
me—and you. He’s already canceled the debt we owe Him. He calls it grace; I call
it amazing.
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B. Additional/Optional/Supplemental Material Regarding Grace

Understanding Grace
(From Noelene Johnsson’s Children’s Ministries Certification handouts)
Grace is perhaps the most important word in all the Bible.
When you hear the word “grace,” what do you think of?

Our Mandate
A.
“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb 4:16).
B.

“A holy influence is to go forth to the world from those who are sanctified
through the truth. The earth is to be encircled with an atmosphere of
grace. The Holy Spirit is to work on human hearts, taking the things of
God and showing them to men” (CCh 66).

C.

“Those who become partakers of the grace of Christ will guide others to
the living stream” (CH 508).

D.

“Those who would become the educators of the youth and children must
. . . grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ . . . Growth in grace is a testimony to the fact that you are abiding in
Christ as the branch is abiding in the vine” (CSW 30).

Definitions of Grace
A.
“Grace is an attribute of God exercised toward undeserving human beings.
We did not seek for it, but it was sent in search of us. God rejoices to
bestow His grace upon us, not because we are worthy, but because we
are utterly unworthy. Our only claim to His mercy is our great need”
(MH 161).
B.

Grace is the divine influence which operates in men to regenerate and
sanctify, to inspire virtuous impulses, and to impart strength to endure and
resist temptation” (The New English Dictionary).

C.

Grace, of course, is a word which signifies the undeserved love of a
compassionate God” (George Knight).

D.

“Grace means pure unrecompensed kindness and favor. Grace is the
limitless, unrestrained love of God for the lost. . . .” (Lewis Sperry Chafer).

E.

“What is grace but love dealing with sin” (William Clow).

F.

“The essence of the doctrine of grace is that God is for us. What is more,
He is for us who are in ourselves against Him. More still, He is for us not
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merely in a general attitude but has effectively acted toward us. Grace is
summed up in the name Jesus Christ” (Author unknown).

Seven Characteristics of Grace
When we understand grace, we can better help children experience it.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Grace is always God taking the initiative.
a)
Grace is God seeking man, not man seeking God.
b)
Old Testament examples: Gen. 3:8, 9 (Adam)
c)
New Testament examples: Acts 9:4 (Saul); Luke 15 (Lost
parables)
Grace is always God’s doing
a)
Grace is what God does for man, not what man does for
God.
b)
Old Testament example: Gen 4:1-5 (God’s best for man,
not man’s best)
c)
New Testament example: Luke 10:25-37 (COL 381: Good
Samaritan = Christ)
Grace is always free
a)
Grace means there is nothing I can bring; there is nothing I
can repay.
b)
Old Testament example: Gen 33:8 (Esau rejects Jacob’s
gifts)
c)
New Testament example: Luke 23:42, 43 (Repentant thief)
Grace is always unmerited.
a)
Grace means that there is no part of it I can earn.
b)
Old Testament example: Deut 7:7 (God chose Israel out of
love.)
c)
New Testament example: Matt 20:1-16 (Parable of the
Laborers)
Grace is always undeserved.
a)
Grace means kindness from One who owes you nothing.
b)
Old Testament example: Jonah 1:17 (God saved fleeing
Jonah.)
c)
New Testament example: Luke 18:9-14 (The Pharisee and
the tax collector)
Grace is always accepting, forgiving, and restoring.
a)
Grace means that God desires a relationship with me.
b)
Old Testament example: Exod 34:6, 7 (God’s attitude and
disposition)
c)
New Testament example: Matt 18:21, 22 (God’s
forgiveness is unlimited.)
Grace gives confidence and assurance in Christ.
a)
Grace means that I can be certain that I have salvation in
Christ.
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b)
c)

Old Testament example: Ps 23:6 (Surely goodness &
mercy . . . in the house of the Lord forever)
New Testament example: John 8:11 (Neither do I condemn
thee)

Measuring Your GRACE QUOTIENT
YES

NO

1.

When O. J. Simpson was acquitted of the
murders of Nicole Brown and Ron Goldman,
Could we have said that he was “saved by grace”?
ANSWER: NO. Grace is only for the guilty. Only
when we have been condemned—proven guilty—
can we benefit from grace.

YES

NO

2.

When the British au pair Louise Woodward
received a reduced judgment from second degree
murder to manslaughter, her sentence changed from
life in prison to time already served, might we have
said that she was “saved by grace”?
ANSWER: NO. There is no reduced judgment
when it comes to grace. There is no reduced
sentence. It is eliminated or born by another.

YES

NO

3.

When God says to us, “Though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow,” might we
say that we are “saved by grace”?
ANSWER: YES. Grace substitutes Christ’s life for
mine.

YES

NO

4.

Is grace ALWAYS free, unmerited, and
undeserved?
ANSWER: YES. If at any time or in any part it is
not entirely free, or entirely unmerited, or entirely
undeserved, it is NO LONGER grace.

YES

NO

5.

When it comes to your relationship with God,
DOES HE GIVE YOU WHAT YOU DESERVE?
ANSWER: NO. We deserve wrath and punishment,
and God gives us love, acceptance, forgiveness, and
restoration to fellowship with Him.
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“Grace Is. . .”
(From Noelene Johnsson)
Based on the New Testament Story of the demoniac
Grace is God looking for us.
Grace is God healing us.
Grace is always free.
Grace is all God’s doing.
Grace is always unmerited.
Grace compels a response.
Grace compels us to tell our story.
●Grace Is God Looking for Us
Old Testament
Gen. 3:8-9

New Testament
Luke 8:26-39

“But the Lord God called
to the man, ‘Where are you?’”

Jesus crosses the lake to find the
demon-possessed man

●Grace is God Healing Us
Old Testament
2 Kings 5

New Testament
Luke 8

Naaman healed of leprosy

“They found the man … dressed and in his
right mind.”

●Grace Is Always Free
Old Testament
Gen. 33:8-9

New Testament
Luke 8:27

“I already have plenty, my brother.
Keep what you have for yourself.”

This man didn’t have anything to pay with.
Had no clothes or home.

●Grace Is All God’s Doing
Old Testament
Gen. 4:1-5

New Testament
Luke 8:27-29

Cain brings his best offering;
Abel brings a lamb.

“Driven by the demon”—not in
charge; helpless
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●Grace Is Always Unmerited
Old Testament
Deut. 7:7-8

New Testament
Luke 8:30

Israel chosen “not because you were
more numerous …but… because the
Lord loved you.”

He was a mess. His name was “’Legion’ …
because many demons had gone into him.”

●Grace Compels a Response
Old Testament
Ps. 23:6

New Testament
Luke 8:38

“Surely goodness and mercy will
follow me … in the house of the
Lord forever.

“The man. . .begged to go with Him.”

●Grace Compels Us To Tell Our Story
New Testament
Luke 8:39
“’Return home and tell how much God has done for you.’ So the man went away and told
all over town how much Jesus had done for him.”

57

Additional Ideas for Introducing and Understanding
the Four Learning Styles:
Supplies: whiteboard or flip chart
Have all students stand in the middle of the open part of the room. Explain that you are
going to ask them four questions, and they are to move around the room to show their
response. They may move more than once.
1. Do you prefer to learn through discussion? If so, go to that side of the room.
(Designate a place for these people to go.)
2. Do you prefer to learn through lecture? If so, move to this side of the room.
3. Do you prefer to learn by doing some kind of activity? If so, move to this side
of the room.
4. Do you prefer to learn by creating something of your own? If so, move to this
side of the room.
By now, nobody should be left in the middle of the room. Have students form groups of
four, as much as possible taking one person from each side of the room. Write these
questions where everyone can see, and have the groups discuss them:
•
•

What makes learning enjoyable for you?
Tell your group about your favorite Sabbath School teacher or class. What made
that teacher or class so special?

Explain that the four different groups that they stood in are related to the four learning
styles:
•

Group #1 is related to learning style 1—for the innovative learner, who asks,
“why?” How does this connect with real life? The role of the teacher is to be a
motivator. [Corresponds with GraceLink lesson: Section 1—Readiness
Activities.]

•

Group #2 is related to learning style 2—for the analytic learner, who asks,
“What?” What do I need to know? The role of the teacher is to be an information
giver. [Corresponds with GraceLink lesson: Section 2—Bible Lesson.]

•

Group #3 is related to learning style 3—for the common sense learner, who asks,
“How?” How does it work? This learner wants practice using the info. The role of
the teacher is to be a coach. [Corresponds with GraceLink lesson: Section 3—
Applying the Lesson.]

•

Group #4 is related to learning style 4—for the dynamic learner, who asks,
“What if?” What can I do with it? This learner wants to take the information out
of the class and into her home and week, and wants a plan for how to apply to her
life in the coming week. The role of the teacher is to be an encourager.
[Corresponds with GraceLink lesson: Section 4—Sharing the Lesson.]

For more information on understanding and connecting with all learning styles, see:
Rosann Englebretson and Marlene LeFever. (1998). Reach Everyone You Teach.
Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook Publishing. (Teacher training video also available).
Marlene D. LeFever. (1995). Learning Styles: Reaching Everyone God Gave You to
Teach. Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook Publishing.

E. Sample GraceLink Lesson
Obtain a copy of a GraceLink lesson for any age level for the current quarter, or
use the sample lesson that follows. Do the lesson with the class. The last two pages are
the Student Material, which is intended for use during the week at home.
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LE SSO N T HRE E

Miraculous Rescue!
References
Exodus 13:17-22; 14;
Patriarchs and
Prophets, pp. 281–290

Memory Verse
“Stand firm and you will
see the deliverance the
Lord will bring you
today” (Exodus 14:13, NIV).

Monthly Theme
God reveals Himself to us.

The Bible Lesson at a Glance
After the children of Israel leave Egypt, Pharaoh regrets that
he has let them go, so he and his army chase after them. As they
approach the Israelite multitude in the desert, the Israelites are terrified and bitterly complain to Moses. The pillar of cloud that is
leading the Israelites comes between the Egyptians and God’s people. God opens the Red Sea and all His people safely cross on dry
land. Then God closes the sea and all the pursuing Egyptians
drown. The Israelites sing a great victory song to celebrate their
miraculous deliverance.

This is a lesson about grace.
Objectives
The children will:
Know God had a
plan to save Israel.
Feel confident of God’s
care when they face a
frightening experience.
Respond by asking God
to care for them.

The Message
God has a plan and
always takes
care of me.

Even though the Israelites were already complaining, accusing
Moses, and doubting God, their gracious God went out of His way
to care for them and rescue them from their enemies. God is still
the same today. He has a plan for our lives. Even though we
might belittle and take for granted His untiring care for us, He
cares anyway.

Teacher Enrichment
Red Sea:
“The sea so called extends along the west coast of Arabia for
about 1,400 miles and separates Asia from Africa. It is connected
with the Indian Ocean, of which it is an arm, by the Strait of Babel-Mandeb. . . . The Hebrew name for this body of water is yam
suph, which, when translated literally, is rendered Reed and not
Red Sea. . . . It is unlikely, however, that the body of water crossed
by Israel was what is today called the Red Sea. The actual location
is less significant than the miraculous nature of the event associated with it, an event that would have been equally miraculous at
any of the proposed sites. This event is the central point in
Israelite history. All subsequent theology is dependent upon an
understanding of God as the . . . ‘God who brought you out of
Egypt’ (Ex. 20:2; Jer. 2:6; Hos. 11:1)” (Today’s Dictionary of the Bible,
pp. 521, 522).

Room Decorations
See Lesson 1.
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LESSON THREE

GRACE

Program Overview
Lesson Section
Welcome

Minutes

Activities

Materials Needed

ongoing

Greet students at
none
door; hear pleased/
troubled
_________________________________________________________________________________
Readiness Options up to 10
A. Cloud Care
one flashlight for every 2-3 children; tape or rubber band for each
flashlight; cotton balls or batting;
red cellophane or lightweight red
fabric
B. Part the Waters
shallow basins or dish pans; water;
straws, cardboard, or paper handheld fans
_________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer and
up to 10
Fellowship
Praise*
Songbook
Sing for Joy
Mission Story
Children’s Mission
Offering
offering container with cotton
attached—to look like a cloud,
music for “Wonderful, Wonderful”
(Sing for Joy, No. 39)
Prayer
none
_________________________________________________________________________________
Bible Lesson
up to 20
Experiencing the Story One or more red helium balloons;
one or more white helium balloons;
walking stick or cane; Bible-times
costumes; red bandanas, belts,
towels, scarves, etc.; an electric fan
or blow dryer
Bible Study
Bibles; paper, pencils; chalk or
white board
_________________________________________________________________________________
Applying
up to15
“Jesus Cares” Collage
magazines, markers or
the Lesson
crayons, poster board, scissors,
glue, wide-tip marker
_________________________________________________________________________________
Sharing
up to15
Coupon Books
markers, small rectangular
the Lesson
shapes of paper in various colors

*Prayer and Praise may be used at any time during the program.
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TEACH ING THE LES SON
Welcome
Welcome students at the door. Ask how their week has been—what
they are pleased/troubled about. Ask if they have anything to report about
last week’s lesson. Have them begin the readiness activity of your choice.

Readiness Activities
Select the activity or activities that are most appropriate for your situation.

You Need:
• flashlights (1
for every 2-3
children)
• tape or rubber
bands (enough
to match up
with the flashlights)
• “angel hair” (or
substitute cotton batting)
• red cellophane
(or lightweight
red fabric)

A. Cloud Care
Provide one flashlight for every 2-3 children. You will also need enough “angel
hair” (cotton balls or batting) and either red cellophane or lightweight red fabric to
cover the end of each flashlight. Place the red material tightly over the end of each
flashlight, securing it with tape or a rubber band. Then cover it with the “angel hair.”
Place the children in small groups of 2-3. Tell them that in our Bible story today God
led and took care of the Israelites with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by
night. God had a good plan to take care of His people. Let the children take turns holding the light and “leading” the others. They can lead with the light off to represent the
pillar of cloud and on to represent the pillar of fire.

Debriefing
How would you like to be led around by a cloud and by fire? (That would be
fun and different, etc.) How does God guide and care for you? (by the Bible, by using
other people to help us, by various circumstances, etc.) When you don’t know where
to go or what to do, what will you remember? (to pray, trust God, ask and listen to
parents, teachers, etc.) Today’s message is:
GOD HAS A PLAN AND ALWAYS TAKES CARE OF ME.
Say that with me.

You Need:
• shallow basins
or dish pans
• water
• straws, cardboard, or paper
hand-held fans

B. Part the Waters
For this activity you will need small shallow containers such as basins or dishpans
half filled with water. Encourage each child to experiment with straws, fans, blowing
with own breath, etc., to “part the waters.”

Debriefing
Say: Have you ever been caught in a big wind? How did it feel? (uncomfortable,
scary, fun, etc.) Sometimes big winds, such as hurricanes, hurt property and people.
In today’s Bible story, God used a big wind to help His people. It blew a dry path
through the big Red Sea so that God’s people could escape from the Egyptians.
What does this tell you about our God? (He is powerful, able to control nature, He can
do anything, He cares about people.) When you are in trouble what will you remember? Our message today is:
GOD HAS A PLAN AND ALWAYS TAKES CARE OF ME.
Say that with me.
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Prayer and Praise
Fellowship
Report the students’ joys and sorrows (pleased and troubled) as reported to you at the
door (as appropriate). Allow time for sharing experiences from last week’s lesson study. Give
a special warm greeting to visitors and introduce each by name. Acknowledge birthdays or
special events.

Suggested Songs
“God Is So Good” (Sing for Joy, No. 13)
“He’s Able” (Sing for Joy, No. 40)
“He’s Everything to Me” (Sing for Joy, No. 43)
“Anywhere With Jesus” (Sing for Joy, No. 45)

Mission
Use Children’s Mission or other story available to you.

Offering
Say: Our lesson today tells about a pillar of cloud
that God used to care for His people—the Israelites. The
offering that we bring today will help people all over
the world know how much God loves and cares for
them too. While we sing “Wonderful, Wonderful” (Sing
for Joy, No. 39), bring the money that you want to share.

You Need:
• offering container with cotton attached—to look like a
cloud
• music for “Wonderful,
Wonderful” (Sing for Joy, No.
39)

Prayer
Ask the children if there is anything in their lives for which they feel a need for guidance
and help. Have the children choose a prayer partner, then say: Ask your partner how you
can pray for him or her—in what way does he or she need God’s guidance and help?
Then pray for each other, that God will guide and take care of your partner. In closing,
say a general prayer to thank God that He has a plan and always takes care of us.
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Bible Lesson
You Need:
• one or more
red helium balloons
• one or more
white helium
balloons
• walking stick or
cane
• Bible-times costumes
• red bandanas,
belts, towels,
scarves, etc .
• electric fan or
blow dryer

Experiencing the Story
Characters: Moses, Israelites, Pharaoh,
Egyptians, God, two or more students to
be the Red Sea.
Setting the Scene
Dress as many students as you
choose in Bible-times costumes. Give the
walking stick to Moses. Dress or drape
your students who are acting as the Red
Sea in red items, such as bandanas,
scarves, towels, belts, etc.
Position your students who are playing the Red Sea near one end of your
room. Instruct them to hold their hands
out and grasp each others’ wrists as if to
prevent passage through the Red Sea.
Instruct the Israelites to always follow
Moses, and the Egyptians to always follow Pharaoh.
Read or tell the story, prompting
Moses, Pharaoh, the Israelites, and God to
listen carefully and act out the story as
you read it. They will need to repeat their
lines after you say them. Tell the
“Egyptians” that when they are touched
by any student playing the Red Sea, they
have to fall down and pretend to be dead.
Begin the story with the lights out.
Free at last! After 400 years of slavery
in Egypt, the Israelites had been ordered
out of the country by Pharaoh in the middle of the night. But how were they to
know where to go? [Hand the red balloon
to the student playing God. Tell the student to
lead the Israelites around the room.] They
were personally led by God, in the form of
a pillar of fire at night, and a pillar of
cloud by day. [Turn the lights on and switch
the red balloon for the white one. Tell the stu-
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dent playing God to lead the Israelites
around while you narrate, and then to stop
in front of the children playing the Red Sea.]
God said, “If I lead them straight to
Canaan they’ll be afraid of the Philistines.
They might change their minds and go
back to Egypt. I’ll take them through the
desert instead.”
It didn’t take Pharaoh long to realize
what he had done. Pharaoh moaned, “All
our slaves are gone! Who’s going to work
for us?” So Pharaoh gathered up his army
and 600 of his best chariots to chase the
Israelites.
The Israelites were camped near the
sea. [Tell the Israelites to sit down in front of
the students who are playing the Red Sea.]
They heard and saw the sounds of the
Egyptian army coming after them. They
were terrified! [Tell the Egyptians to come
closer and make noise. Tell the Israelites to
act terrified.]
The Israelites said to Moses, “Why did
you bring us here? It would have been
better for us to serve the Egyptians than
to die in the desert.”
But Moses said, “Do not be afraid.
Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today.”
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell the
Israelites to move on. Raise your staff
and stretch out your hand over the sea to
divide the water. The Israelites will go
through on dry ground. The Egyptians
will go in after them. And I will gain glory
through Pharaoh and all his army. The
Egyptians will know that I am the Lord.”
Then the pillar of cloud moved from
in front of the Israelites to behind them,
coming between the armies of Egypt and
Israel. [Tell the student playing God to take
both balloons and move between the
Egyptians and Israelites. Have the student
hold the white one closer to the Egyptians
and the red one closer to the Israelites.]

Throughout the night the cloud brought
darkness to the Egyptians and light to the
Israelites.
Then Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea. [Instruct Moses to stretch out
his rod. Turn on the fan or blow dryer.] All
that night a strong east wind blew over
the Red Sea, blowing a path of dry land
through the middle. The waters were
divided with a wall of water on the left
and a wall of water on the right. [Instruct
the students playing the Red Sea to slowly
put their arms down and permit a passage
as the wind blows on them.]
The Israelites went through the sea
on dry ground. [Instruct Moses to lead the
Israelites through the sea.]
When the Egyptians saw what was
happening, they jumped into their chariots and chased after the Israelites. But
when they got into the middle of the sea,
the wheels started coming off their chariots, and they had trouble driving. Pharaoh
said, “Let’s turn around and get away
from them. The Lord is fighting for them.”
But it was too late. The Lord said to
Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the
sea. The water will flow back together
and over the Egyptians and their chariots.” [Instruct Moses to stretch out his hand.
Instruct the children playing the Red Sea to
tag the students playing the Egyptians, who
must then fall down dead. When all the
Egyptians are down, the students playing the
Red Sea should resume their original stance.]
Moses stretched out his hand toward
the sea, and at daybreak the sea went
back together. The waters flowed over
the chariots and the horsemen. The entire
Egyptian army that had followed the
Israelites into the sea drowned.
The Israelites were safely on the
other side. When they saw the great
power of the Lord, they trusted Him and
trusted Moses, His servant. Then they had
a huge praise service to God.
[Instruct Moses to lead the Israelites in
shouting “Praise the Lord!”]

Debriefing
Ask the children: Why did God
allow the children of Israel to go
through a scary experience such as
being trapped by a big sea and a huge,
terrible army? (Exodus 14:17b, 31) Can
you think of any time you felt
trapped? (Accept answers.) How did you
feel when this happened to you?
What did you do? How did God bring
you through this experience? (Share a
personal experience, or talk about a
friend’s or relative’s scary experience.)
What should we do when we are
afraid? (Read aloud Philippians 4:6.) Do
you always remember to pray immediately when you are afraid?
Say: Let’s take a moment right
now to thank God for bringing us
through a “Red Sea experience.” Let’s
say our message together:
GOD HAS A PLAN AND
ALWAYS TAKES CARE OF ME.

Memory Verse
Write today’s memory verse in large
letters in the front of the room: “Stand
firm and you will see the deliverance the
Lord will bring you today” (Exodus 14:13,
NIV).
Do the following hand and body
motions to help the students learn it:
Stand firm
(Stand at attention
and don’t move.)
and you will see (Hand over eyes as if
looking at something
in the distance.)
the deliverance (Hands toward heaven and look up with
a smile.)
the Lord
(Hand in front of face,
palm to the side,
moves down the front
of the body.)
will bring
(Hands reach out in
front of the body as if
to grab something
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you
today

You Need:
• Bibles
• paper
• pencils
• chalk or white
board
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and bring it in.)
(Point to someone
else.)
(Hold one arm in front
of chest, parallel to
the floor. Rest the
elbow of the other
arm on the fingers of
the first arm and
move that arm down
to mimic the action of
the sun across the
sky.)

Bible Study
Divide the class into three groups:
cloud, water, staff. Ask the tallest person
in each group to serve as a scribe and
record (write) what they discover. Give
each group the following texts to look up.
They are to determine the use or significance of their item and report it to the
rest of the class.
Cloud
Numbers 12:5
(God spoke from the
cloud.)
Psalm 99:6, 7
(God spoke from the
cloud.)
Exodus 13:21
(To lead them; to provide light at night.)
Psalm 105:39
(As a covering [probably to protect them
from the desert sun];
to give light at night.)
Numbers 10:17-22 (To tell them when to
go and when to
camp.)
Water
Exodus 14:29-31 (Parting of the Red
Sea. The Lord saved
Israel; the people
feared the Lord and
trusted Moses.)
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Joshua 3:7, 15-17 (Parting of the Jordan
River. To show the
people that God was
with Joshua as He
was with Moses.)
2 Kings 2:7-15
(Elijah and Elisha both
using Elijah’s coat to
part the Jordan. The
watching prophets
saw the spirit of Elijah
in Elisha.)
Staff
Exodus 14:16
(Moses holds his staff
over the sea and it
parts.)
Exodus 4:1-5
(Moses’ staff turns
into a snake and back
into a rod, so the people will believe God
appeared to Moses.)
Exodus 7:14-18
(Moses uses the staff
that turned into a
snake to turn the
Egyptian water into
blood.)
Exodus 17:1-7
(Moses uses the staff
to strike the rock and
produce water.)

Debriefing
Ask each group to report what it
learned. Write their answers on the board.
Ask: Which of these things did the Lord
use to show His power? (all of them)
Which of these things did He use for
the benefit of the Israelites? (all of
them) Were the water, the staff, and
the cloud part of God’s plan for the
Israelites? (yes) God has a plan for us
too. Let’s say today’s message together:
GOD HAS A PLAN AND
ALWAYS TAKES CARE OF ME.

Applying the Lesson

Display the completed collage in the
room for the rest of the month.

“Jesus Cares” Collage

Debriefing

To prepare in advance, write the
words “Jesus Cares for Me” across the top
of a piece of poster board or other large
paper. In class, give the children the magazines and ask them to cut out one or
more pictures that illustrate a way God
cares for them or for people in general.
(Example: pictures of people eating show
He provides food for us; pictures of families show He provides families to care for
us, etc.) After they have found and cut
out a picture, students should glue it to
the poster board and write a short caption about the picture. (Example: Jesus
gives us food.) Adults assist as needed.
Emphasize that it’s OK for pictures to
duplicate themes or ways of caring.

Allow response time as you ask:
How many different ways does God
have of taking care of you? (Take
answers.) Can we always see His care?
(The Israelites didn’t see it when they
were trapped between the Red Sea and
the Egyptian army.) How do you know
that you are special to God? Read
aloud Matthew 10:29-31. Whenever you
start to worry, remember God loves
you more than the birds. And remember today’s message. Let’s say it
together:

Sharing the Lesson
Coupon Books
Provide the children with markers and
small rectangular shapes of paper in various colors so they can make and decorate
“coupons.” Encourage the children to decorate each “coupon” and either write or draw
pictures to indicate different types of
“grace” they want to give someone else to
show that they care for and love that person. Ideas include: a car wash, get your
bed made, do the dishes, rake your yard,
play quietly while Mom talks on the phone,
etc. These coupons may be taken and
offered to family or friends during the following week. Explain that the gift they are
giving away is much like the grace God
gives us all the time. We don’t do anything
to earn it or deserve it. He just gives it to us
because He loves and cares for us.

You Need:
• magazines
• poster board or
large piece of
paper
• glue
• scissors
• wide-tipped
marker
• markers or
crayons

GOD HAS A PLAN AND
ALWAYS TAKES CARE OF ME.

Debriefing
Ask: What are you going to tell the
person to whom you give the coupon?
(I am doing this because I care about you.
And God helps us and saves us because
He cares about us.) How do you feel
when you do a caring act for someone
else? (happy, glad that I did it, etc.) How
do you think God feels when He shows
His love and care to someone? (He is
happy because He feels deep love for
those whom He created.) What is
today’s message? Let’s say it:

You Need:
• markers
• small rectangular shapes of
paper in various colors

GOD HAS A PLAN AND
ALWAYS TAKES CARE OF ME.

Closing
Sing together “God Knows Me” (Sing
for Joy, No. 47). In your prayer thank God
for His plan of salvation and daily care.
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References
Exodus 13:17-22;
14; Patriarchs
and Prophets,
pp. 281–290

Memory Verse
“Stand firm and
you will see the
deliverance the
Lord will bring you
today” (Exodus
14:13, NIV).

The Message
God has a plan
and always takes
care of me.
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Miraculous Rescue!
Have you ever been on a long journey?
Did you know where you were going when
you left? Did you have a plan in case something went wrong on the trip? God’s people,
the Israelites, went on such a journey a long
time ago.
The evening breeze off the Red Sea
was refreshing. Asher welcomed the
chance to rest his aching legs. What a
whirl the last few days had been—killing
the lamb, sprinkling its blood on the
doorpost, then roasting it and eating it
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. It
was the last meal he’d eaten in the only
home he’d ever known.
He remembered the rest of that night.
The Lord sweeping through the land of
Egypt, killing the firstborn in every home.
Pharaoh had been furious. He had
ordered the Israelites out of the country
immediately. The confusion of packing
and leaving in the middle of the night,
not knowing where they were going. The
realization that God Himself was leading
them. The pillar of fire at night that
turned into a pillar of cloud as the sun
rose and day dawned across the land.
Now the cloud had stopped by the
Red Sea, and the Israelites were enjoying
the rest. Asher wondered what might
happen next.
He didn’t have to wait long.
“Look! Out there on the horizon! Can
you see it? Can you hear it?” A messenger ran through camp. “The Egyptians are
coming!”
Asher and others jumped to their feet.
Way out on the edge of the desert they
could see a cloud of dust. They could hear
the roar of a mighty army. Asher’s heart
jumped into his throat. Pharaoh must
have changed his mind. The army was
coming to take them back to Egypt!
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Panic swept through the crowd.
“Where’s Moses?” the people wailed.
“Why did he bring us out here to die?
Was it because there were no graves in
Egypt? It would have been better for us to
be slaves in Egypt than to die out here in
the desert.”
“Do not be afraid,” Moses said firmly.
The sound of his voice quieted the crowd.
“Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The
Egyptians you see today you will never
see again. The Lord will fight for you; you
need only to be still.”
Asher watched as the cloud that had
been resting by the Red Sea moved. It
passed over the Israelite people and out
into the desert. Finally it rested between
the Israelites and the Egyptians.
Moses walked to the edge of the Red
Sea and held his staff out over the water.
Gently at first, and then more strongly,
Asher felt a wind blowing toward the
water. With astonishment he watched the
wind blow the water aside. It was leaving
behind a dry path through the sea!
“Come,” ordered Moses. “The Lord is
preparing a way of escape for you. He
will gain glory through Pharaoh and all
his horsemen.”
Joyfully the people rushed forward.
The wind continued to blow a dry path as
thousands of Israelites stepped into the
dry sea bed. Asher hurried to follow the
others across the dry sea floor. A wall of
water stood on either side of him. The pillar of fire illuminated the way.
All night the huge crowd of Israelites
hurried through the sea. As the last of the
crowd reached the far side, they could
hear the Egyptian army pursuing. Asher
looked back to see the army rushing
toward them. But something amazing was
happening. Wheels were coming off their
chariots! There was confusion, and then it
looked as if they were trying to turn
around and go back to Egypt!

Just then Moses stepped up to the bank of the sea. As dawn broke he once again
stretched his hand across the sea. The waters flowed back together! In an instant the
sounds of the Egyptian army were quieted. The horses, the soldiers, the chariots—all
gone under the waves.
The Israelite community just stared, too stunned to say a word. And then the roar
erupted. “Sing to the Lord!” the people shouted. “The Lord is my strength and my song!”
Asher joined them, shouting with all his might. God had saved them!

Daily Activities
Sabbath
• With your family find a quiet place where you
can see the sky clearly. Lie down while you look
at the sky. Do you see clouds? Try to imagine
that you are looking at the pillar of cloud that
cared for the Israelites. Read your Bible lesson
story together.
• Read Exodus 14:13.
• Sing “Anywhere With Jesus” (Sing for Joy, No. 45).
Sunday
• During family worship, read Exodus 13:17-22.
• Find a map of the Israelites’ journey in a Bible.
Ask your family to help you trace the journey.
Copy or trace the map. Save it for tomorrow.
• Review your memory verse and teach it to your
family.
Monday
• Read Exodus 14:1-10 together during worship.
• On the map made yesterday, color the mountains, desert, and the Red Sea. Add names of the
important cities and the route the Israelites traveled from Egypt to the Promised Land.
• Say your memory verse to an adult.
• Sing “All Through the Day” (Sing for Joy, No. 49).
Thank God for leading you every day.
Tuesday
• During family worship, read Exodus 14:11-22.
• God had a plan to save Israel. Open your Bible
to Exodus 13:16 and find one step. Another step
is found in Exodus 13:17. Now turn to Exodus
14:21, 22 to find another. Draw some steps on
paper. On each step write a step in God’s plan
that you just read about. Remember, God also
has a plan to take care of you.
• On your map trace the route the Israelites trav-

eled. Say your memory verse while you do so.
Wednesday
• Read Exodus 14:23-31 together in family worship today.
• Make a collage or drawing of what it was like to
cross the Red Sea. Cut out pictures of people,
fish, etc., and paste them on paper against a
background of water. Add a cotton “pillar of
cloud” above the sea.
• Look in a book or encyclopedia about sea life.
Learn something new.
• Say your memory verse. Tell what it means in
your own words.
Thursday
• During family worship say your memory verse.
Some Bibles read “Stand still.” Read Psalm 46:10.
What do you think this verse means? Tell about
a time when it was hard for you to “stand still.”
• Pray with your family that you will “stand still,”
that you will have confidence that God will take
care of your problems.
• Sing together “In His Time” (Sing for Joy, No. 42).
Friday
• For worship today, tell your lesson story to your
family, using your map, step diagram, and your
Red Sea picture.
• Read Psalm 106:7-12 together. Then read Psalm
107:6 and 8. Count how many times the words
of verses 6 and 8 are repeated throughout
Psalm 107. When you pray, praise Jesus for His
goodness and for His wonderful work for your
family during the past week. Mention at least
one specific thing for which you are thankful.
• Make up a tune for your memory verse and
sing it together.
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