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When a King Failed
to Trust God
Key References: 1 Samuel 28:3-25; Patriarchs and Prophets, chaps. 66, 67, pp. 675-689;
The Bible Story (1994), vol. 4, pp. 51-53; Our Beliefs, nos. 26, 7, 8
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Have there ever been times in your life you were not sure
what you should do? Where did you seek help? One
thing for sure, it doesn’t help to talk to someone who
has already died. The Bible tells us the dead don’t know
anything.

DO Do the activity on page 102.
LEARN Begin
learning the power
text.

t

“For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing; they have no
further reward, and even their name is forgotten. Their love, their hate and their
jealousy have long since vanished; never again will they have
a part in anything that happens under the sun” (Ecclesiastes
er poin
ow
9:5, 6).

Sabbath

powertext

We worship
God, who gives
us the victory
over Satan’s
deceptions.

T

hree cloaked figures strode silently across the plain of Jezreel. The
moon lit their path as they climbed the mountain ridge to the
place where the witch of Endor was in hiding.
She thought her hiding place was secure, yet these men had found
her. As soon as she saw one of them, a tall, commanding figure, she
knew that this was no ordinary soldier standing before her.
“What do you want?” she asked.
“Consult a spirit for me,” the tall one said, “and bring up for me the
one I name.”
“Surely you know what Saul has done. He has cut off the mediums
and spiritists from the land. Why have you set a trap for my life to
bring about my death?” she asked.
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Sunday

Read 1 Samuel 28:3 and this week’s story,
“When a King Failed to Trust God.”
DO Write the power text in large block letters on a
sheet of paper. Cut out each word. Shuffle the words,
then try to place them in the correct order. Do this
several times, saying the text each time you get it in
order.
PRAY Thank God that He is always there for us when
we turn to Him in humility and trust.

Monday

READ Read Leviticus 19:31; Leviticus 20:6; and Isaiah
8:19, 20.
THINK God had given specific instructions concerning
the importance of staying away from spirit mediums.
How are these instructions relevant in our day and age?
Why are movies about witches not acceptable to watch?
SHARE Tell someone what the Bible teaches about the
dangers related to the supernatural forces of darkness.
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Pray to God for wisdom to resist the evil supernatural influences that are often portrayed in the media.

Tuesday

13

Read 1 Samuel 28:4-15.
THINK Why do you think God no longer answered Saul?
(Verse 16 has a hint.)
DISCUSS With an adult, discuss the following questions:
Why do you think many people today are concerned
about the future? Why is it dangerous to consult people
who claim to tell the future? How can you warn people
against the dangers of fortunetelling, witchcraft, or any
other practice that Satan uses to deceive people?
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Ask God for peace of mind about the future.

READ

“As surely as the Lord lives, you will
not be punished for this,” King Saul said
reassuringly.
“Whom shall I bring up for you?”
asked the witch.
“Bring up Samuel,” the king replied.
When the woman saw the spirit that
resembled in appearance the prophet
Samuel, she recognized King Saul. “Why
have you deceived me? You are Saul!” she
exclaimed, greatly afraid.
“Don’t be afraid,” King Saul answered.
Then he asked the witch to describe to
him the appearance of the spirit she had
seen.
The witch gave an accurate
description of prophet Samuel. The
demon Satan had sent to impersonate
Samuel looked like Samuel. He spoke like

READ
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Samuel. His gestures even resembled
those of the prophet.
“Why have you disturbed me?” the
spirit asked.
“I am in great distress,” Saul answered.
“The Philistines are fighting against me,
and God has departed from me. He no
longer answers me, either by prophets or
by dreams. So I have called on you to tell
me what to do.”
“Why do you consult me, now that
the Lord has departed from you and
become your enemy? The Lord has done
what he predicted through me. The
Lord has torn the kingdom out of your
hands and given it to one of your
neighbors—to David. Because you
did not obey the Lord or carry
out his fierce wrath against the
Amalekites, the Lord has done
this to you today. The Lord
will deliver both Israel and
you into the hands of the
Philistines, and tomorrow
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READ

8:44.

Read Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6; Psalm 146:4; John

Thursday

THINK Who was the spirit that appeared to Saul? How
could Saul have avoided this deception? How can you
avoid the deceptions of the devil?
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Ask for help to discern between truth and error.

Read 1 Samuel 28:16-25.
DO On small slips of paper, write words that describe
the condition of the dead (i.e., sleeping). On the other
side of each slip of paper, write words that describe the
condition of those who will be resurrected when Jesus
comes (i.e., renewed, happy).
REVIEW Review the power text.
PRAY Thank God for the hope of eternal life in heaven.

Friday

Wednesday
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Read Revelation 20:7-9.
REJOICE Thank God that He has conquered Satan
and that He will give us the victory over the forces of
darkness.
DISCUSS With your family at worship, read Revelation
20:7-9 and talk about God’s justice in how He will bring
to an end sin and all those who have committed evil.
REPEAT Say the power text aloud from memory.
PRAY Praise God together that He has overcome
the devil, and ask for His strength to resist the devil’s
temptations and deceptions.

READ

READ

you and your sons will be with me. The
Lord will also give the army of Israel into
the hands of the Philistines.”
As the words sank deep in Saul’s
heart, he fell facedown on the damp
floor. His attendants lifted him from
the floor and tried to revitalize him.
The woman urged him to eat but Saul
refused.
Only after persistent and repeated
calls from his servants did Saul stand up
and agree to eat. The witch butchered
a fatted calf, baked bread, and served
the food to her guests. King Saul and his
men left before daybreak (see 1 Samuel
28:3-25).
By consulting the witch of Endor, Saul
sealed his doom. Rather than turn to God
in humility and repentance, Saul made the
choice to consult Satan. He had separated himself from God, his only source of
strength. Now Saul could no longer inspire
his troops with courage for the battle. He
could no longer lead his men to look to
God as their helper.
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Imagine how different Saul’s royal
dominion could have been if he would
only have asked God for wisdom to rule
His people, Israel, and to give him the
victory over their enemies. Saul’s sad end
is a powerful reminder of the consequences that follow our actions. God has
created us with the freedom to choose
between good and evil. Our choices
today will determine our success or
failure in life. Therefore, choose God, that
you may experience happiness and peace
now on this earth and someday soon in
His heavenly kingdom.
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PUZZLE
PUZZLE

1
13

THE CALL
Instructions: Find each word in bold in the Bible verse below. The words twist

and turn (either forward, backward, upward, downward, or diagonally), and most
do not follow a straight line. If the word appears more than once in the verse, then
you need to find it more than once in the puzzle.

“Let no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or daughter in the
fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in
witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the
dead” (Deuteronomy 18:10, 11).

102

PPBSG B3 2021 text.indd 102

10/25/20 10:04 AM

